MSGID//GENADMIN/CMC WASHINGTON DC PPO POE//

SUBJ: REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF SERVICE REQUIREMENTS FOR HDIP AND SPECIAL DUTY PAY, CASE OF ALL FORWARD DEPLOYED RECONNAISANCE UNITS SUPPORTING OIF II//  

REF/A/MCO 3500.20A// 

REF/B/DOD FMR 7000.14-R VOL 7A MAY 2002//

REF/C/13TH MEU (SOC) MESSAGE DTG 221400Z JAN 04 PSN 709116H24//

NARR/REF A: MARINE CORPS PARACHUTING AND DIVING POLICY AND PROGRAM   

ADMINISTRATION WHICH ESTABLISHES POLICY AND ASSIGNS RESPONSIBILITIES

FOR THE CONDUCT OF THE MARINE CORPS PARACHUTING AND DIVING PROGRAMS

TO INCLUDE OPERATIONS, TRAINING, SUPPLY, EQUIPMENT AND RELATED 

MAINTENANCE, SAFETY, AND ADMINISTRATION.  REF B: DOD FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT REGULATION PROVIDES ALL DOD COMPONENTS WITH THE POLICY, 

REGULATION, AND PROCEDURES WITHIN THE AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 

COMPTROLLER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.  REF C: 13TH MEU(SOC) REQUEST 

FOR WAIVER FOR AIRBORNE, MILITARY FREEFALL (MFF) 

AND COMBATANT DIVER PAY CASE OF QUALIFIED MARINES ATTACHED TO 

13TH MEU(SOC) 

POC/COTOIA HJ/CAPT/S-1 OFFICER//619-545-7598

/EMAIL:COTOIAHJ@13MEU.USMC.MIL//

POC/J.G. SETTELEN/MGYSGT/PPO CODE POE-30/SETTELENJG@HQMC.USMC.

MIL DSN 222-4304//

POC/D.R. MASUR/LTCOL/PPO CODE POE-30/MASURDR@@HQMC.USMC.

MIL DSN 222-4253//

RMKS/1. THIS IS AN APPROVAL OF REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF SERVICE TRAINING

REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIAL DUTY AND HDIP PAY IAW REQUEST IN REF (C). 

APPROVAL TO MANUALLY EXTEND TRAINING LAPSE WINDOWS FOR CONTINUED 

PAYMENT OF AIRBORNE, MILITARY FREEFALL AND COMBATANT DIVER PAY FOR 

ALL MEBS, MEUS OR FORWARD DEPLOYED RECON UNITS,TO INCLUDE THE 

MC SOCOM DETACHMENT, THAT ARE INVOLVED IN OIF 2 THROUGH OIF 2-2.  

THIS MESSAGE STANDS IN EFFECT UNTIL FEB 05.

2. DUE TO FORCE PROTECTION ISSUES UNITS MAY NOT BE ABLE TO PERFORM 

ALL NECESSARY HDIP/SPECIAL PAY REQUIREMENTS FOR RE-CURRENCY TRAINING

IN THEATERS OF OPERATION BUT MAY BE CALLED TO PERFORM SUCH MISSIONS BY

MOS TRAINING. IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A AND B CMC HQMC POE IS THE 

SERVICE LEVEL ADVOCATE FOR EXTENSION OF TRAINING REQUIREMENTS ASSOCIATED 

WITH OVERALL DIVING AND AIRBORNE REQUIREMENTS. THIS EXTENSION STANDS IN EFFECT

THROUGH THE FIRST FULL MONTH OF RETURN FROM MEBS, MEUS OR UNIT DEPLOYMENT

RETURN DATES. 

3. DUE TO RECENT INCREASE IN OPERATIONAL TEMPO AND REQUIREMENTS, EXTENDED

MEU DEPLOYMENT CYCLES, UNIT ACTIVATIONS AND FORCE PROTECTION TRAINING 

CONSIDERATIONS, SOME ELIGIBLE MARINES MAY HAVE BEEN PRECLUDED FROM CONDUCTING 

CURRENCY AND RE-QUALIFICATION TRAINING AS REQUIRED BY REF A AND B. MARINE 

COMBATANT DIVERS WHO MAY HAVE ALREADY LAPSED PRIOR TO RELEASE OF THIS 

MESSAGE ARE AUTHORIZED BACK PAY.  DIVER RE-QUALIFICATION OPERATIONS USING 

THE SURFACE SWIM OPTION IS AUTHORIZED AND SHOULD BE CONDUCTED IF SITUATION 

PERMITS AND OPERATIONALLY FEASIBLE. MARINE COMBATANT DIVERS SCHEDULED TO

DEPLOY NEED TO ENSURE THEY RE-QUALIFY IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO DEPLOYMENT TO AVOID 

LAPSING DURING A NORMAL LENGTH DEPLOYMENT. IAW DOD FMR 7000.14-R WHEN OPERATIONS ARE

EXTENDED AND MAY PRECLUDE RE-QUALIFICATION, THE SERVICE ADVOCATE MAY ADJUST

SERVICE LEVEL REQUIREMENTS. THIS MESSAGE EXTENDS THOSE REQUIREMENTS UNDER 

THE FOLLOWING GUIDANCE: 

4. COMBATANT DIVING STANDARDS MUST BE MET IN FULL BY THE ONE YEAR MARK

(TWO SIX MONTH QUALIFICATION PERIODS) OR PAY IS TO RESCINDED. TWO 

CONSECUTIVE PERIODS OF EXTENSION WILL NOT BE AUTHORIZED (MORE THAN ONE YEAR). 

SURFACE SWIM OPTION LISTED IN REF A AND B CAN BE EXERCISED IF DIVE 

RELATED TRAINING CANNOT BE ATTEMPTED AND COVERS ONE SIX MONTH QUALIFICATION

PERIOD WHEN FULL 8000 METERS IS CONCLUDED. THIS WILL SERVE TO 

UPDATE THE DIVE LAPSE DATE SYSTEM AS DESCRIBED IN REF A AND SERVES AS 

AUTHORITY TO EXERCISE THIS OPTION.

5. IAW DOD FMR 7000.14-R MARINES WHO RECEIVE INCENTIVE PAY FOR PARACHUTE 

DUTY AND ARE UNABLE TO PERFORM JUMP OPERATIONS DUE TO MILITARY OPERATIONS,

COMBAT OPERATIONS, OR ABSENCE OF JUMP EQUIPMENT OR AIRCRAFT MAY QUALIFY

FOR PARACHUTE DUTY PAY ON A 12-MONTH BASIS. MARINES MAY QUALIFY FOR THE 3-

MONTH PERIOD PLUS THE FOLLOWING 9 CONSECUTIVE CALENDAR MONTHS BY

PERFORMING FOUR JUMPS ANY TIME DURING THE 9-MONTH PERIOD.                 

5. PRIMARY POC J.G. SETTELEN/MGYSGT/PPO POE-30/SETTELENJG

@HQMC.USMC.MIL. DSN 222-4304// 

