Joint Seabasing Capability

Message:  Seabasing will be a national capability for assuring access and projecting power.  It will enable Joint Forcible Entry Operations.  It requires investment now in complementary amphibious and prepositioning ships and associated sea-based connectors.
Key Points:

· Defense Science Board Task Force report on Seabasing termed the Joint Sea Base as a national asset and recommended applying new resources towards achievement.

· USD (AT&L) Memo, “Joint Sea Basing Requirements Office,” directs establishment of the subject office to support this national requirement.

· Seabasing is the centerpiece of Naval transformation.

· Total program costs of all three Maritime Prepositioning Force, Future squadrons with a 30 + year service life compares favorably with the amount the United States was prepared to pay a NATO Ally for one-time, short duration access through its territory for execution of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

· This budget submission supports required investment in amphibious, prepositioning, and associated connector platforms to fully support all required capabilities.

Possible Questions:

1.  Why are both amphibious and prepositioning ships required?

· These respective capabilities are complementary, not redundant.  To support the combatant commanders under the 1-4-2-1 construct, the Marine Corps lift requirement is the assault echelon of three amphibious MEBs (2.5 fiscally constrained) and three prepositioned MEBs.  Amphibious forces constitute forcible entry capability in an anti-access environment.  MPF(F) augments that capability and provides additional capabilities to the Joint Force Commander.  Consequently, forward present amphibs are quickly reinforced by the MPF(F) that allows the United States to close forces faster and sustain them in and from a more secure area – the sea base.

· The correct mix of amphibious, prepositioning, and associated connector platforms will be defined by two “future fleet platform architectures” studies as required by the FY04 Defense Authorization Act.

2.  What challenges must be overcome?

· The Defense Science Board Task Force report on Seabasing identified twelve significant issues DoD must address to realize the vision of joint seabasing.  These challenges represent a moderate risk and will be addressed by the Department of the Navy and the Joint Sea Basing Requirements Office.
