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Subject:  SEABASING

1.  Purpose.  Seabasing is a national capability and the overarching transformational concept for projecting and sustaining naval power and selected joint forces.  As the centerpiece for joint forcible entry, seabasing assures joint access by leveraging the operational maneuver of distributed and networked forces operating globally from the sea.    
2.  Key Points. The United States' ability to influence events ashore is contingent upon its capacity to rapidly close, effectively employ, and sustain a persistent military force from the sea.  Naval forces must be able to counter regional area denial strategies and asymmetric attacks at any point along strategic lines of communication.  The declining number of overseas bases, and the risks associated with a policy of relying on uncertain degrees of host nation support to meet our needs, mandates that the naval services provide the nation with the ability to project and sustain multi-dimensional power from the sea.

More than just an alternative to current capabilities, operations conducted from a sea base may well become the preferred method for national crisis response in the 21st century.  Naval forces will be strategically and operationally agile, projecting power from a fully networked sea base while operating within the security derived from the Navy’s command of the sea.  Seabasing will provide national decision makers with unprecedented versatility, because naval forces can exploit the freedom of the high seas, relatively unconstrained by political or diplomatic restrictions.  Navy and Marine Corps warfighting capabilities, thoroughly integrated across all sea-based systems and assets, will provide our Nation and its Regional Combatant Commanders the means necessary to fight and win the conflicts of the 21st century.
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