APPENDIX K


EXAMPLES OF TCP’s.
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VEHICLE SEARCH TECHNIQUES.

1.  General.  MPs will conduct vehicle searches under two broad categories.  First, a vehicle has evidentiary value subsequent to lawful apprehension or impoundment.  Second, the MP is conducting a vehicle inspection during the operation of a checkpoint or prior to allowing entry into a specific area.

2.  Evidence.  A vehicle search to obtain evidence will be a detailed search supervised and/or conducted by a criminal investigator.  Time is normally not a factor.

3.  Time.  A vehicle inspection is more time sensitive, but should be conducted in a thorough, systematic manner.  Here the MP is looking for illegal/contraband items or explosive devices. The following principals should be followed:

a. If directed by the senior MP, the driver and passengers

will be searched.

  b. Examine luggage and parcels within the vehicle.

c.  Inspection mirrors will be used to examine the under‑

carriage.

  d.  The search will begin and end in the same location.

  e.  If more than one MP is conducting the search, each will have a specific area to search.  For example, one MP checks the exterior while the other checks the interior.

  f.  The MP will NEVER flip levers or switches, or open compartments.  The driver will be directed to do this.

g. Look for items that do not appear to have a mechanical

purpose.

h.  Look for wiring or items that look new or unsoiled.

h. A security overwatch will be provided for the MP

conducting the search.

i. The senior MP will coordinate the use of narcotic/

explosive detection dogs.

4.  Conducting the Search.  The vehicle can be divided into four broad groups; exterior, interior, trunk, and engine compartment.

  a.  Trunk.
     (1) Under and around spare tire.

     (2) Tool box.

     (3) Luggage.

     (4) Partition between trunk and rear seat.

     (5) Under floor matting.

      (6) Spare tire housing under vehicle. 

b. Engine Compartment. 

(1) Items taped to hood or bulkhead. 

        (2) All containers.

        (3) Oil and air filters. 

        (4) Behind sound‑proofing. 

        (5) Front grill. 

        (6) Heater.

        (7) Suspicious wiring or pieces of equipment. 

c. Interior. 

(1) Behind dash.

        (2) Fittings such as radio/ cassette.

        (3) Glove compartment/ ash tray.

        (4) Behind panels. 

        (5) Under floor mats. 

        (6) In, under, and between seats and cushions. 

        (7) Luggage and/or parcels. 

        (8) Roll down windows. 

        (9) Toys or decorative animals. 

(10) False ceiling. 

d. Exterior. 

(1) Wheel wells.

        (2) Behind bumper.

        (3) Headlights.

        (4) Hub caps.

        (5) Undersides.

e. Other Areas.

    (1) Space between body and cab.

      (2) External stowage area/bins..

      (3) Wooden bodies, false floors and sides.

      (4) Space between rear double wheels.

      (5) Wheel chocks or other items that could be hollowed out.
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