MANEUVER AND MOBILITY SUPPORT OPERATIONS


Introduction.  

1. General. Aggressive and creative Maneuver and Support Operation (MMSO) methods ensure vehicles, equipment and personnel move efficiently and safely over the battlefield.  MMSO measures begin by examining mission requirements, conducting map reconnaissance and developing courses of action.  MP mounted patrols are then tasked with route reconnaissance missions to validate courses of action, road traffic capability and other traffic circulation control issues.  Circulation control measures (traffic control points (TCP’s), checkpoints, roadblocks and route signing) are implemented to control movement.  Routes are continually patrolled to gather intelligence and maintain security.

2.
 Assumptions.

 
a.  Traffic control requires a creative combination of circulation and security measures to expedite movement and protect the flow of both mounted and dismounted traffic along the MSR.

    
b.  MP will make circulation control recommendations to the MAGTF commander for final approval.  In most cases, the principal staff officers are the G/S – 3/4, Motor Transport officer, and the Rear Area Security Coordinator (RASC).

    
c.  Liaison will be made with joint, combined and host nation security forces and other appropriate government agencies as required to coordinate circulation efforts.

Tactical Employment

1.  Procedure.

    
a.  Traffic Control Point (TCP).
      
(1) Locations for TCPs will be determined by the senior  MP based on the information derived from a route reconnaissance. 

     
(2) The purposes of a TCP are to:

          
(a) Ensure smooth and efficient use of MSR’s by monitoring and assisting authorized traffic and providing information to passing units.

          
(b) Provide security for MSR’s at critical locations or intersections.

              
(c) Reroute unauthorized MSR traffic to authorized routes or holding areas.

     

(d) Gather and report intelligence.

     

(e) Control stragglers and refugee traffic.

     

(f) Monitor for nuclear, biological and chemical (NBC) contamination.

       
(3) Coordinating Instructions.  TCP personnel will:

          
(a) Understand the general tactical situation and its relationship to their mission.

     

(b) Understand and implement critical information on traffic flow/priority.

             
(c) Know the location of friendly forces and resupply points.

               (d) Present a professional military appearance.  MP will be clean-shaven, with camouflage face paint applied and wearing reflective vests while on TCP duty.  

          
(e) Do not allow personnel to congregate on or near the post.

              
(f) Know the exact route of the MSR and all alternate routes.

   

(4) Security Measures.

          
(a) One MP Team can man a TCP.  The tactical situation will determine manning/security requirements 

as well as the active and passive security measures.

          
(b) The vehicle will be driven off the road into a covered and concealed position.  Camouflage netting/ material will be erected in a manner to allow the vehicle to quickly depart and not interfere with the operation of the mounted weapon system.

          
(c) The team leader is responsible for the operation of TCP. The team leader will:

            

1.  Select the specific location for the TCP on the ground.  Threat avenues of approach and location of friendly units will dictate the principal direction of fire for crew served weapons.

               
2.  Select locations for individual fighting positions and crew served weapons. Unless otherwise directed, the M2 .50 cal and/or MK 19 will remain vehicle mounted.  The M240G and/or M249 SAW will be dismounted.  Range data cards will be prepared and copies forwarded to the chain of command.

    



3.  Establish work schedules and a sleep plan.

               
4.  Be intimately familiar with the traffic control plan and the MP mission.

         

(d) Ensure one MP is providing security for the MP controlling traffic.

           
(e) Unless otherwise directed, the use of permanent barriers is not authorized.  The fire team member will direct/ control traffic by using a flashlight or chemical light during limited visibility.

     

(f) Fire team size TCPs will be capable of 24-hour operation.  Re-supply will coordinate through the tactical command post.

(5) Traffic Control.

            
(a) One MP will be responsible for traffic control duty while the TCP is operating. The MP will monitor and control traffic using flashlights or chemical lights and a reflective vest. 

               (b) Movement priorities are established by the responsible movement control center.  Unless otherwise directed, traffic moving toward the front has priority over traffic moving to the rear.  Forward moving loaded vehicles, especially ammunition and water, have priority over all other traffic.

            
(c) Develop a holding area plan should vehicle or foot traffic become congested or traffic needs to be halted for an extended period of time.

      
(6) Information Dissemination.

       

(a) Personnel requesting information will be directed out of the flow of traffic whenever possible.

       

(b) Positive identification and the need for information will be established before any information is passed.  Identification will be verified by checking the armed  

forces ID card  (AFID), trip tickets, challenge & password or movement credit.

       

(c) If identity cannot be verified, request the person’s information be checked through the RAOC/CSSOC.

       

(d) Unidentified or suspicious personnel shall be detained until positive identification can be made.

    

(7) Traffic violations.

       

(a) The senior MP will prescribe specific instructions for handling traffic violators, which may include:

             

1. Issuance of DD dorm 1408 armed forces traffic ticket

             

2. Issuance of a verbal warning and documentation on the desk sergeant journal.

             

3. Notification of violator’s chain of command for further counseling.

          
(b) Traffic violations caused by forward moving convoys will be brought to the attention of the convoy commander and corrected on the spot.  Further, convoys will not be unnecessarily delayed.

          
(c) Should the convoy commander fail to obey the instruction of MP, MP will obtain the individuals name, rank, and unit and report the incident to the respective chains of command.  The convoy will not be detained.

   
b.  Special Traffic Control Measures.  The senior MP will coordinate the employment of special traffic control measures with the MAGTF commander and appropriate staff officers.


      
(1) Defiles:  A defile is established when two-way traffic is reduced to one-way traffic.  The number of MP’s required to operate the defile will be guided by the size of the defile, security requirements and the amount of traffic.

         

(a) Report the location to the RAOC/CSSOC and attempt to establish an alternate two-way route around the defile.  This route should not take longer than going through the defile. Non-mission essential traffic will use this route.

         

(b) Coordinate with the RAOC/CSSOC to have engineers repair any damage or widen the route.

         

(c) TCPs will be established at either end of the defile in an area that facilitates the staging of traffic into holding areas.

         

(d) At the defile point, an area Recon should be conducted if enough MPs are present.  The Area Recon should be 250-500 meter out, to include sweep and secure of all buildings nearby.

         

(e) Communication between TCP’s is paramount to coordinate vehicle movement.  The following techniques will be employed:

              

1.  Visual signals.  Distance and obstructions permitting, use hand and arm signals, flashlights or chemical lights (Red stop, Green go).

              

2.  Hand-held radios or hard wire, i.e. SABER radios or a TA 312 field phone.

              

3.  A flag can be attached to the trail vehicle and removed at either end of the defile as a marking device to signal the end of a convoy.  

              

4.  MP lead and trail vehicle.  This method can be used when the defile is complex and there are sufficient MP vehicles available.

(f) Removal of disabled vehicles.  When possible, 

have a recovery vehicle present at the defile.

        

(g) A combination of mounted and dismounted patrols should be conducted around the defile.

(2) Checkpoints:  The senior MP will authorize the use 

of checkpoints.  The primary purpose of a checkpoint is to prevent unauthorized and unnecessary traffic.  Checkpoints are also used to ensure convoys are on the correct route, have the proper movement credits and are on schedule.

       

(a) The senior MP will determine checkpoint locations, times, and duration of employment. 

       

(b) Establish checkpoints in the same manner as a TCP.

       

(c) The use of barriers/obstacles to control/stop traffic is authorized.

       

(d) The location should be in a position that does not allow traffic to avoid the checkpoint, i.e. around a curve or over a hill. Other traffic control measures may be required to ensure traffic remains on the road.  

      

(e) Ensure the location provides good fields of fire for security of the checkpoint.   

      

(f) Local law enforcement agencies will be used, when possible, to assist in the identification of civilian traffic and enforcement of local statutes.

      

(g) Use interpreters and/or Marine interrogator/ translator teams as needed.

      

(h) Vehicles will be randomly selected for inspection.  

      

(i) Direct the vehicle off the MSR and into a staging area for inspection.   

      

(j) Explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) personnel can be used to examine suspected explosive devises or handle ordnance. As a minimum the procedure for notifying EOD to respond will be established, as well as notifying Military Working Dogs (MWD).

      

(k) Uniform code of military justice and manual for courts-martial rules of evidence for search and seizure apply to military personnel.  Local status of force agreements will dictate the procedure for handling civilians.

(l) Ensure adequate lighting is available to 

conduct proper searches.  

      

(m) In addition ICR and CID documentation inspection will be noted in the MP log.

      

(n) An MP log will be kept of convoys entering and exiting the checkpoints.  To include:

          

1.  Time, date, and convoy serial number.

    



2.  Number of vehicles. 

3. Convoy commander name, rank, and social 

security number

(3) Roadblocks:  The senior MP will authorize the use 

of roadblocks.  The closure of public roads and access-ways will be coordinated with local police and government agencies.

       

(a) Use roadblocks to slow, limit, or stop traffic; limit access to certain areas; and/or channel traffic into a specific area.

       

(b) Establish a roadblock in the same fashion as a TCP.

       

(c) Make the roadblock easily moveable and visible to drivers.  Use concertina, barbed wire, trees, debris, and warning signs.  See Section 12 obstacle/barrier operations.

       

(d) Position the roadblock in a location to gain surprise.

      

(e) Tie the roadblock in with existing man-made/natural obstacle to make bypass difficult

      

(f) Good fields of fire should be established to cover the roadblock.

       

(g) When the roadblock is used to channel traffic into checkpoint, place it in a location where vehicle operator cannot turn off or bypass.

       

(h) When using a roadblock to close a road, place it in a location that allows vehicle operators to easily and safely turn their vehicle around.

       

(i) Roadblocks can be manned or unmanned, dependent upon the tactical situation.

(4) Straggler Control Points:  MP will coordinate 

straggler control points with the MAGTF G/S-1.  This control measure is established to help keep the MSR’s clear by assisting lost personnel to find their units. Straggler control points are established along the MSR or operated in conjunction with a TCP.

       

(a) Establish a straggler control point similar to a checkpoint.

       

(b) The location should not allow vehicles the chance to avoid the location and provide enough space for a small vehicles/personnel holding area.

       

(c) Maintain a log to record the person’s:

 



1.  Name, rank, SSN.

2.  Unit.

3.  Status, i.e. injuries.

           

4.  Status, i.e. in possession of assigned weapon gear.

           

5.  Location and date found.

           

6.  Where the straggler was going and where he was coming from.

           

7.  Where you sent the straggler.

(d) Identification will be done by:

           

1.  AFID and uniforms/unit insignia.

           

2.  Bumper marking on vehicles.

           

3.  Identification cards or tags.

           

4.  Passes or authorization documents.

           

5.  Radio verification through the RAOC/CSSOC

       

(e) Coordinate with the RAOC/CSSOC to determine a location to send the stragglers or arrange for transport.

       

(f) MP should know the location of friendly units in order to assist in the relocation of stragglers.

       

(g) Stragglers who appear to be avoiding further service will be apprehended and the unit will be notified.  An ICR will be completed.  

      

(h) When large umbers of stragglers are intercepted, the post will be manned by at least a squad.  A small processing area may need to be established (GP tent and a G/S-1 representative to help identify personnel).  One team will process, one team will provide security and the other team will provide relief as required.

      

(i) Food, water and medical aide will be provided as required.                                                     

(5) Refugee control points:  The purpose of a 

refugee control point is to keep MSR’s free and assist the host nation in moving refugee traffic away from the battlefield.   MP will coordinate the locations of refugee points with the MAGTF commander.

      

(a) Established similar to and in conjunction with TCP or checkpoints.

      

(b) Refugee control points should be positioned at a location, which diverts them off the MSRs and onto designated roadways identified for the purpose of moving civilian traffic.

      

(c) Coordinate with the MAGTF G/S-1/3/4 and the host nation civilian authorities to establish a location for refugees.

      

(d) The identity of refugees should be established to prevent the enemy from infiltrating into the rear area.

      

(e) Host nation law enforcement and/or interpreter support, criminal investigators, and Marine interrogator translator team will be used as required.

      

(f) All personal belongings and vehicles will be searched.  Metal detectors and explosive/drug detection MWD teams will be used as available.

   

(6) Vehicle Holding Areas:  Holding areas will be operated to help regulate the flow of traffic along the MSR.  They can be used in conjunction with checkpoints and defiles, to support  river crossings or as required by the tactical situation.

      

(a) Holding areas will be identified during the route reconnaissance patrols and support the scheme of maneuver.  Site selection considerations:

          

1.  Vehicles need to be dispersed, covered, and concealed from air and ground observation.

          

2.  Easy access to and from area.  The first vehicle in is the first vehicle out.

          

3.  The surface is firm enough to hold the weight of the vehicles.  Inclement weather could have an adverse affect if the area will be heavily used.

          

4.  Parked vehicles must face the exit to allow them to be quickly driven from the area.

          

5.  A roadway must be established that allows selected vehicles to depart.

          

6.  The area can be easily defended for a short period of time.

      

(b) The size of the holding area will dictate the manning requirement.  At a minimum, MPs’ will:

          

1.  Control vehicle traffic into and exiting the area.

          

2.  Establish a parking plan, coordinating with the convoy commander to park the vehicles.  Hand and arm signals, flashlights, and chemical lights will be used as needed to direct traffic.

          

3.  Security for the holding area is a unit responsibility.  Coordinate with the convoy commander to establish security for the area.  MP will conduct mounted/dismounted patrols around the holding area.

   

(7) Dismount and access control points:  Dismount points are used to limit or eliminate vehicle traffic in certain areas.  Access control points are used to screen entry into secured  areas.

       

(a) Dismount points.  Vehicles are directed into a parking area where the occupants are required to leave their vehicles and walk to their final destination.  Site selection considerations:

           

1.  Allows for vehicle to stop, passengers to dismount, and the vehicles to be parked.

           

2.  Is easily accessible from a road.

           

3.  Provides good cover and concealment.

       

(b) Access Control Points.   A static post positioned to regulate entry into a specific area.  Site considerations:

           

1.  Fighting positions will be erected which cover likely avenues of approach.

           

2.  Barriers will be used to slow and regulate traffic flow into and out of the area.

           

3.  Specific entry/exit requirements will be determined by the senior MP officer.            

           

4.  Procedures for searching personnel, equipment, and vehicles will be implemented.

           

5.  All vehicles will be searched before access is allowed.  See APPENDIX K.

           

6.  Metal detecting wands and inspection mirrors will be used.

(8) Temporary Route Signing:  Route signing is the 

primary method MPs use to regulate the flow of traffic throughout the battlefield.  STANAG 2174 (Standard NATO Agreement) specifies the standards for sign construction and use.  Standard NATO symbols will be used.  See APPENDIX L.

        

(a) Types of signs include: DIRECTIONAL, GUIDE, WARNING, CONFIDENCE, CONFIRMATION, COUNTDOWN, REGULATORY, HAZARD, MILITARY & CIVILIAN CASUALTY EVACUATION ROUTES, BLACKOUT ENFORCEMENT AND NBC.



        
1.  MP emplace temporary signs.  Engineers will emplace permanent signs.


          
2.  MP will prepare a traffic control plan depicting the location of signs and flow of traffic.




(b) Signs will be prepared to:



       
1.  Identify routes.



          2.  Reroute traffic around problem areas.

            

3.  Show drivers the locations of key areas, as well as danger areas.

         

(c) Guidelines for sign placement:

            

1.  Use the least number possible.  Road intersections, night use, urban area, and the problem areas that require attention.

            

2.  Place hazard signs approximately 150 meters before hazard.

            

3.  Place regulatory signs where the regulation takes effect.  Place the signs on the same side as the vehicles are traveling about one meter off the traveled way, concealed from aerial view by slanting them slightly forward.

 
            
4.  The height of the sign will be approximately the same height as a man standing.  Foliage will dictate height in some areas.  In urban areas, place signs so they are not hidden by vehicle and pedestrian traffic, and cannot be tampered with by children, and illuminated by existing streetlights.

             

5.  A confirmation sign will be placed 150 meters beyond critical road junctions.

            

6.  Signs will be placed on both sides of the road to guide traffic to and from the FEBA.

            

7.  To aid in identification, routes will be color coded at night with chemical lights.

       

(d) Sign dimensions & material:

  
          
1.  14” wide and 18” long.

  
          
2.  The white circle will be 12” in diameter.

            

3.  5” lettering will be used.

            

4.  Signs may be constructed out of any available material that is practical.

APPENDICES:

K – Examples 0f TCPs & Procedures for Conducting a    

    Vehicle Search.

     
L – Examples of Route Signs/Example of MSR Names
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