Introduction





1.  Purpose.  To establish standard procedures for the handling, processing, and temporary internment of enemy prisoner of war (EPW) and civilian internees (CI).





2.  General.  In any conflict, the Geneva Conventions provides for the safe and humane treatment of belligerents and civilians.  US policy demands all persons who are captured, interned, or held by US forces during a conflict be treated humanely.





Policy and Notional Concept of Operation





1.  Policy.





a.  All persons will be treated according to the Geneva Convention until a determination has been made concerning their status.





	b.  Once in your custody, EPWs and CIs will be protected from:





		(1) The dangers of the battlefield.





		(2) Natural dangers such as wild animals, severe weather, etcetera.





		(3) Maltreatment from fellow servicemen, allies, other EPWs/CIs or civilians.





		(4) EPWs/CIs should be protected from acts of intimidation and against insults and public humiliation.  This includes news media filming or taking photographs of the EPWs/CIs unless approved by higher headquarters.





    	c. Violations concerning the handling and treatment of EPWs/CI will be immediately reported via the chain of command.





	d.  EPWs/CIs will not normally be held on a ship unless:





	   	(1) They are captured at sea.  They are then moved to the nearest shore facility.





		(2) They are being transferred between land facilities.





		(3) Such action will improve their safety and/or health prospects.





	 e.  Whenever possible, criminal investigators, the S-2 officer and interrogation translator teams (ITT) will assist in the handling, questioning, and processing of all EPWs/CIs.





	 f.  EPWs will be flexi-cuffed during transportation.  When EPWs are moved over water, flexi-cuffs will be removed.





	 g.  The senior MP will direct when the need to blind-fold EPWs for operational security.





2.  Concept of Operation.  Notionally, this is the process an EPW will take from capture to repatriation:





	a.  The ground combat element (GCE) will take EPWs during the attack.  Military Police will gather the EPWs into a forward collection point until movement to the rear is coordinated.





Military Police will assume responsibility for the EPWs 


and move them to a holding area in the rear area.  Here the EPWs are processed and held until released to the US. Army or host nation authorities.





Corrections Specialist assigned to the operating force 


will augment the Military Police EPW holding and processing mission as determined by the senior MP





	d.  The US. Army or host nation will intern the EPWs until repatriation. 





Handling Procedure.





1.  EPWs we be handled using the six Ss; Secure, Search, Silence, Segregate, Safeguard, and Speed.





a. Secure.  EPWs should be protected from the effects of the battlefield and maltreatment.





	b. Search.  This is done for the safety of the capturing unit and to gather information.  All weapons and equipment that could be used as weapons will be confiscated.  Maps and documents could be of intelligence use and should be delivered to intelligence personnel immediately.  EPWs can retain, protective equipment (helmet, protective mask, etc.) and personal effects including money and valuables.  Money and valuables will be removed during later processing.





	c. Silence.  Talking among EPWs is not allowed unless to answer your questions.  Talk between recently captured EPWs is usually centered on plans to overpower their captures or escape.  By insisting on silence, you decrease their ability to coordinate an escape or prejudice intelligence opportunities.  Silence may be an operational necessity.  Though gagging is not illegal, it should be used only as a last resort.





	d. Segregate.  EPWs will be segregated into the following categories; officer, senior enlisted, junior enlisted, and by sex.  Segregating EPWs disrupts the chain of command and decreases military effectiveness during the early stages of capture.  Civilians will not be held with military personnel.





	e. Safeguard.  As mentioned above, you have the responsibility to safeguard everyone in your custody and any intelligence material found.





	f. Speed.  As soon as possible, EPWs will be transported to the rear for processing and further interrogation.  Use all available transportation assets returning to the rear.  Speedy removal from a familiar area also reduces the chance of escape.





2. Capture Tags.  At a minimum, capture tags will contain the following information:





a. Serialized.  Each capture tag will be numbered sequentially.  A CSS serial # can be written on the capturing unit EPW tag if one is already completed.





	b. *Name and Rank of EPW.





	c. Service number.





	d. Date of birth.





	e. *Date of capture.





	f. *EPWs nationality and unit.





	g. *Location of capture and capturing unit.





	h. *Special circumstances of capture.





	i. *Description of weapons/documents.





		* Denotes information that should be provided by capturing unit before acceptance of custody.





Tactical Employment





1.  Collection Point and Holding Facility Considerations.





a.  The senior MP will determine the best location to establish the collection point/holding facility.   Possible locations will be identified during route reconnaissance. 





	b. Coordinate transfer procedures with the GCE or appropriate G/S staff officer.  Further, attempt to establish communication (land-line preferable) to facilitate the transfer procedure.





	c.  Coordinate engineer, logistical, and transportation needs through the RAOC/CSSOC.





	d.  Coordinate medical treatment procedures through the RAOC/CSSOC to include:





		(1) Medical personnel to triage and provide medical treatment to stabilized wounded EPWs for transportation.





		(2) Procedures for emergency MEDEVAC of seriously wounded EPWs.





		(3) Handling of EPWs/CI with infectious diseases.





	e.  Determine the personnel requirements for security/operation of the collection point and holding facility, and transportation of EPWs to the holding facility and permanent interment facility.





	f.  Ensure EPW operations are capable of sustaining  twenty-four hour operation.


 


	g.  Establish procedures for the final disposition of weapons and contraband.  This should be coordinated through the CID and the CSSOC/RAOC. 





	h.  Coordinate security force augmentation through the CSSOC/RAOC.





2.  Selecting a Holding Area Location.





	a.  The location should be well within the CSS area.





	b.  Existing structures could be used provided they can be properly secured i.e., fenced in lots, stadiums.





	c.  Look for flat, clear ground.





	d.  Look for existing power and water points to tap into.





	e.  Close to an MSR.  This makes delivery of EPWs and supplies easier.





	f.  Location should not allow EPWs to gather intelligence while being held.





	g.  Should not put EPWs in an unhealthy environment either natural or man-made.





	h.  Should not be placed near a legitimate military target.





	i.  The site should allow for a landing zone for MEDEVAC operations. 





	j.  The size will be determined by S-2 estimates of expected EPWs and METT-TSL.





3.  Selecting a Collection Point Site.





	a.  Hastily constructed 5-10 kilometers from the FLOT.





     b.  The principals in paragraph 2,a-j, above apply.





Collection Point Operations


			


1.  Procedure.





a.  Positive accountability will be maintained during all stages of handling EPWs.  A log will be maintained to document the receipt and transfer of EPWs and their property.  The log will contain, as a minimum, the following information:





		(1) Capture tag serial number.





		(2) Name and rank of EPW.





		(3) EPW's unit.





		(4) From whom the EPW was received and date.





		(5) Weapons or personal property (start a chain of custody).





		(6) To whom the EPW was transferred and date. 





	b.  A secure area will be established to receive the EPWs.  The area and security element should allow for vehicle traffic and off-loading.





	c.  A simple search will be performed before placing the EPW into the collection point.  The purpose of this search is two-fold: it is primarily designed to remove weapons and contraband from the EPW; secondly, anything that could be of intelligence value is removed and delivered to an intelligence representative.





	d.  EPWs will retain all protective gear (helmet, flak jacket, gas mask) and personal items (wallet, jewelry, religious items, and money). 





	e.  EPWs requiring immediate medical attention will be separated from the others.  Those seriously wounded will be MEDEVAC'd to the nearest hospital capable of EPW treatment.  The following actions will occur:





		(1) Ensure those EPWs leaving the area for medical treatment are properly tagged and accounted for before being transported.  Departure time and destination will be recorded.





		(2) Injured EPWs still posing a threat will require a security element.





f.  Ensure all EPWs possess a tag from the capturing unit.  An EPW tag will be recreated for those EPWs not possessing  an EPW tag.  The EPW tags attached by the capturing unit will be used for accountability until replaced at the holding facility.





	g.  Handling Seized items.





		(1) As mentioned above, only weapons, contraband, and items of intelligence value will be removed.





		(2) All items will be tagged with the bottom portion of the EPW tag, evidence tag, or blank tag.  The bottom portion of the tag will be taped to the item or bag containing the item.  At a minimum, the following information will be recorded:





			(a) Date of capture.





 			(b) Serial Number if appropriate.





			(c) Unit seizing the item.





			(d) Location of capture.





			(e) Disposition of item (where it will be stored).





(3) A secure location will be designated to store the 


items until they can be delivered for final disposition.   A MILVAN would be ideal.





(4) A strict chain of custody, similar to the 


procedures for handling evidence, should be established.





		(5) All items will be transported to the holding facility for disposition. 


		


	 h.  Establish a forward collection point as depicted in Appendix T.  The volume of EPWs and rate of transportation will determine the size of the collection point. 





	 i.  An automatic weapon(s) will be employed with the primary intention of preventing escape.  Fields of fire will be established that do not engage friendly forces.





	 j. Segregate the officers from the enlisted EPWs.  Space allowing, segregate the NCOs from the junior enlisted.





	 k. EPWs will remain flexi-cuffed until delivered to the holding facility.  Gagging and use of a blind-fold is authorized when it is a tactical necessity only! 





	 l.  EPWs will be transported from the collection point as soon as possible.  When feasible, arrange to have the EPWs delivered directly to the holding facility.  Distance and availability of transportation will probably be the deciding factor.





	 m.  Prepare a roster of EPWs for each serial.  This roster will be carried by the senior MP escorting the EPWs and delivered to the MP at the holding facility receiving point.





	 n.  Ensure head facilities and water points for drinking and cleaning are available.





Transportation





1.  Procedure.





 	a.  Movement considerations:





		(1) Movement from collection points to the holding area, and movement from the holding area to a permanent internment facility.





		(2) All rearward moving, empty transport should be utilized.





		(3) The S-4 will coordinate the use of commercial buses or other modes of transportation.





(4) Number of EPWs to transport.





		(5) Distance to transport and turn-around time.





		(6) Security escort requirements.





b.  EPWs will be handled using the 6 S's.





	c.  An EPW roster will accompany each serial.  The senior MP of the security element will use this roster to account for all EPWs, and give this to the MPs at the holding facility. 





	d.  Convoys will not stop unless there is an emergency or length of movement requires a rest stop.





	e.  EPWs should be allowed to use the head before transportation.





	f.  The security element will:





		(1) Have hand-held communication between vehicles.





		(2) MP riders will be in a tactical position to observe each other and all the EPWs in/on the vehicle.





		(3) Vehicles permitting, a lead and trail security vehicle will escort the convoy 





		(4) At a minimum, there will be two MPs per transportation vehicle.





Holding Area Operations





1.  Procedure.





a.  The senior MP will determine the best location for the holding facility.  The MAGTF commander will approve the location.





	b.  The size of the holding facility is determined by S-2 estimates of anticipated EPWs and METT-TSL.  Security force augmentation may be required.  The senior MP will anticipate and coordinate these requirements with the MAGTF commander. 





	c.  Establish a holding facility in accordance with Appendix T.  The holding facility provide for:





		(1) Segregated berthing areas.





		(2) A receiving area.





  		(3) An administrative processing area.





		(4) Head facilities.





		(5) Sanitation areas for cleaning.


		(6) Potable water points.





		(7) An area to conduct further questioning.





		(8) A medical treatment area.





		(9) Adequate power supply for security lighting and administrative operations.





		(10) A maximum-security area.





		(11) A secure area to store seized items.





		(12) Protection from the affect of direct/indirect enemy fire.





d.  Processing EPWs at the holding facility. The following stations will be established:





	 	(1) Receiving Area.  





			(a) EPWs will be segregated and staged here awaiting entry into the processing area.





			(b) The senior MP escorting the EPWs and an MP at the receiving area will visually account for each EPW using the EPW roster.





			(c) An interpreter will inform the EPWs what is going to happen. 





			(d) A MP will escort each EPW through the processing procedure.





		(2) Search. 





			(a) Two MPs will perform a detailed strip search.  Clothing and personal belonging will be thoroughly inspected for material of intelligence value, weapons, and contraband.





			(b) Interrogator/translator teams, CID, and local translators will be used to question the EPW.  Those possessing intelligence will be moved to another location for further questioning.





			(c) Unless otherwise directed, personal belongings will remain with the EPW.





			(d) Weapons and contraband will be seized and tagged for disposition.


	 	(3) Shower/Shave/Disinfection.  Ideally, the EPWs will be immediately transferred to a permanent internment facility.





		(4) Medical Evaluation/Immunization.





			(a) A medical officer will screen each EPW.  Those EPWs requiring further medical examination/treatment will be moved elsewhere for treatment.





			(b) EPWs with personal medication will be allowed to retain such medication if authorized by a medical officer.





		(5) Clothing/food issue.





			(a) Each EPW will retain their own clothing.





			(b) Each EPW will be issued one MRE, and a blanket.





(6) Administration.





			(a) An EPW serial number will be assigned, e.g. US-0000001-12JUL95, to each EPW.  The first part of the serial number is the nationality, then the processing number.  The last part is the date taken prisoner.





			(b) An EPW tag will be prepared, and affixed to the EPW's left breast pocket.





			(c) The serial number will be written on the EPW's left hand in indelible ink.





			(d) The EPW's information will be entered into a logbook.





			(e) The EPW's serial number will be annotated on the seized item tagged.





			(f) A clerk will enter the EPWs information into a computer database.





		(7) Photo/fingerprint/height/weight.  A determination will be made concerning the necessity of this step.





		(8) Impound Property.  The EPW will retain all personal property.  These items will be impounded at the permanent internment facility.





		(9) Records Review.  A NCO will: 





			(a) Ensure the EPW tag is properly filled out and attached to the EPW's left breast pocket.





			(b) Ensure the serial number is written on the EPW's left hand.





			(c) Ensure all administrative actions are complete before moving the EPW to the holding facility.





      	(10) Movement to Holding Area.  The escort MP will move the EPW into the holding facility.  Another MP will place the EPW into the appropriate portion according to classification.





g.  Security.  





		(1) Security is based on METT-TSL and includes:





			(a) The number of security personnel.





			(b) Adequacy of holding facility.





			(c) Number of EPWs.





			(d) Morale and physical condition of the EPWs.





			(e) Ensure safe fields of fire for automatic weapons.





		(2) Posting requirements will be identified and a guard force will be established. 





		(3) Off-duty security personnel and those working in processing will act as the response force in case of emergency.





		(4) Elevated guard posts will be placed around the facility.





		(5) A 50-meter clear zone will be cleared around the facility.





		(6) Lighting.


		  	(a) Perimeter lighting will be designed to illuminate the clear zone around the facility.





			(b) Area lighting will be designed to illuminate the interior of the facility.





			(c) Special purpose lighting will be designed to illuminate key area i.e., the receiving point or spot lights that can be used by the elevated security posts in a random manner.


		(7) Use of MWD Teams.





		 	(a) Perimeter security.





			(b) At the receiving point.





			(c) Guarding work details.





			(d) Most effective when employed as a psychological deterrent.





		(8) Be alert for EPWs causing or inciting problems.  When possible, these EPWs will be separated from the others. 





		(9) MPs working within the facility will be unarmed.





		(10) Automatic weapons should be employed to cover the perimeter of the facility, and used as a last resort to prevent the escape of an EPW.





		(11) Random and frequent walking patrols will be used around the perimeter.





		(12) A daily inspection will be conducted of berthing areas and the perimeter for signs of escape activity.  Be alert for signs of tunneling, weapons, and contraband.





		(13) Accountability formations will be held at reveille, taps, and randomly throughout the day.





		(14) EPWs brought outside the holding facility will be thoroughly searched upon reentry.


	


Transfer of Custody





1.  Internment.  The MAGTF commander will determine where EPWs will be permanently interned based on operating agreements with the host nation and availability of US Army MPs.





2.  Forward Collection Point.  Ideally, EPWs could be moved directly from forward collection points to the permanent interment facility.





3.  Transfer.  As soon as possible, arrangements will be made to transfer the custody of EPWs.





4.  Procedure.





 	a.  A roster will be prepared for each group of EPWs released.


	b.  A MP and the receiving agency will conduct a joint inventory to ensure all EPWs are accounted for.





	c.  Personal items removed from the EPWs will be turned over to the receiving agency.  A joint inventory will be conducted to ensure all items are accounted for.





	d.  A report will be submitted to the CSSOC/RAOC concerning the number of EPWs released.





Coordinating Instructions





1.  Use of Force/Deadly Force.





a.  During the receiving process at the holding facility, the EPWs will receive a briefing, in their language, concerning the use of force.





	b.  The minimum amount of force necessary will be employed to counter the threat and/or prevent the escape of an EPW to include:





		(1) Verbal Commands.





		(2) Physical restraint techniques.





   		(3) PR-24.





		(4) MWD Teams.





		(5) Riot Control Agents (use of riot control agents will be approved by the MAGTF commander).





c.  Deadly Force will be authorized:





		(1) To prevent the death or serious bodily injury of security personnel or another EPW.





		(2) After all lesser means of countering the threat have failed or are impractical to employ.





		(3) After the order to "HALT" is given.  The security personnel should be able to issue this warning in the language understood by the EPW.  Further, each EPW will understand what the word "HALT", in English, means.





		(4) When the EPW has cleared the outer perimeter, escape is probable, and all lesser means of force have been used or are impractical.





d.  A daily report will be submitted to the RAOC/CSSOC concerning numbers of EPWs handled.  The report will include:





		(1) Scope of report.





		(2) Total number of EPWs handled and total number of sub-categories.





		(3) Number wounded and transported for medical treatment.





		(4) Moral and physical appearance of EPWs.





		(5) Status of supplies i.e., water, food, and issued items.





APPENDIX:





T - Collection Points, Holding Facilities, and 


    Construction Material


INTERNMENT OPERATIONS
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