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Shoring Up The Home Front 

Marines activiate battalion of MPs 

By Eric Steinkopff, Daily News Staff

While the nation ponders a possible war in Afghanistan, Camp Lejeune took steps Monday to fight their own war on the home front.

In a move that has been discussed for at least a decade, Marine military law enforcement officers in the Carolinas were consolidated into one unit that can train, move or deployed quickly, said Lt. Col. Randy Smith, former head of law enforcement and military police at Headquarters Marine Corps.

"They took the military police from the 2nd Marine Division, the 2nd Force Service Support Group and the Wing Support Squadrons and now they fall in this battalion under the FSSG," Smith said. "The desire to do this goes back at least ten years and the Marine Expeditionary Force commander makes the decision."

Although the concept is not new, it received more attention and urgency in April 2000 when the Marine Corps was called upon to provide security for the range at Vieques, Puerto Rico as members of the Federal Bureau of Investigation removed unwanted protesters. The special purpose Marine air ground task force was a joint operation between the Department of Justice and Military Police.

Smith said the battalion headquarters and bulk of the troops will remain at Camp Lejeune, but there will be detachments sent to air stations at Cherry Point, New River and Beaufort, S.C.

This will help local commanders respond to changes in alert status by moving military police to locations where they are needed most.

"You will have a company of Marines at your disposal to reinforce your security almost instantaneously," Smith said.

During peacetime the military police will have the opportunity to practice base law enforcement and train for their common wartime mission.

"This is a two-year experiment," said Brig. Gen. Michael R. Lehnert, commander of the 2nd Force Service Support Group. "This will give the ability to bring order to the chaos of the battlefield, assist in handling of prisoners of war and antiterrorism force protection expertise that the military police bring with them."

Leaders said that they like having more than 500 MP's in a single battalion.

"We can all train together and fall under one single commander to provide antiterrorism force protection, investigators and military working dogs," said Master Gunnery Sgt. Fred Hauffe, sergeant major for the new unit and a career law enforcement professional.

Monday's ceremony simply gave the unit a name and place to assign other troops. Proponents will need to realign the limited MP personnel and equipment pool in order to maximize their presence better.

"This has been recommended since 1985," said Lt. Col. Christopher E. Martin, commander of the new 2nd Military Police Battalion. "We were given two years to test the concept."

Martin, an expert in antiterrorism, force protection and law enforcement, said the test would start sometime after they have completed reorganizing and aligning their assets under a common command.

"We don't have a specific date on this," Martin said. "It's a tremendous effort and we still have a lot of work to do." 

