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Subj:  SPECIAL REACTION TEAM PRIMARY ENTRY WEAPON POINT PAPER (UNCLASSIFIED)

BACKGROUND

The primary entry weapon of all Marine Corps Special Reaction Teams has been changed from the MP-5 to the M 4.  This change has brought with it problems concerning an increase in weapon size and ammunition usage.

DISCUSSION

- In June of 1999, the Marine Corps SRTs began the transition from the MP-5 to the M 4.

- The size of the M 4 has proven to be a problem.


- SRTs have found during various tactical training situations that the M 4's larger size creates 

                 difficulties not encountered with the use of the MP-5. 

- MCB, Camp Pendleton PMO had a call-out in July of 2000 during which the cumbersome size   

  of the M 4 (as opposed to the MP-5) proved to be a detriment in the clearing of the quarters.

- Concerns regarding ammunition for the M 4 have also arisen.

- The 5.56mm frangible round, which has yet to be approved, will not be available for SRT

   training in the shooting houses.  The 5.56mm ball round cannot be used in these shooting 

   houses, leaving no option for SRT live-fire training with the M 4.  Also, there are still questions 

   as to whether or not the frangible round will be authorized for use in a Marine Corps law 

   enforcement role.

- Penetration studies indicate that the 5.56mm ball round should not be used in a typical SRT 

  role because it would make for an unsafe environment outside of SRT's Area of Operation.  In 

  other words, the ball round can carry through numerous walls, doors, and other obstructions 

  typically found in buildings, thus presenting a danger to nearby workers, residents and other

  Military Police personnel.

- The 9mm ball round, by contrast, is authorized for use in a law enforcement role and does not 

  have the same penetration capabilities as the 5.56mm ball round, making it much safer for use 

  in housing areas and other typical SRT Areas of Operation.

RECOMMENDATION

Marine Corps SRTs need to return to the MP-5 as the primary entry weapon.

