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	THE BLOTTER IS A MEMORANDUM DISTRIBUTED BY THE 

MILITARY POLICE & ANTITERRORISM / FORCE PROTECTION 

& PHYSICAL SECURITY SECTION (POS-10), 

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS


28 January 2000

POS-10 NEWS

MILITARY POLICE UNIT

ANNUAL MILITARY POLICE AND CORRECTIONS CONFERENCE


From 6-10 December 1999, the Security and Law Enforcement Branch (POS) sponsored the annual Operating Forces and Garrison Military Police (MP) and Corrections conference at MCB Hawaii.  This conference is designed to discuss key issues and develop courses of action to meet the security, law enforcement and corrections needs of the Marine Corps.  In attendance were Provost Marshals, MP Commanders and Brig Commanders from bases, stations, the Marine Expeditionary Forces and the Reserves.

Topics discussed and recommended courses of action developed by conference working groups included:


Military Police Investigators (MPI)


As a result of the recent Naval Criminal Investigative Service and Criminal Investigation Division (NCIS/CID) integration, MPI will become the investigative section for each installation Provost Marshal’s Office (PMO).  A concept of employment was developed and changes to MCO P5580.2 Marine Corps Law Enforcement Manual were recommended.  The working group recommended that MPI be employed in the same manner as the current CID employment.

DoD Inspector General Fingerprint Card and Final Disposition

Report Submission Requirements


The draft SECNAVINST on the subject was reviewed and a DRAFT Marine Corps Order was prepared detailing implementing procedures for the program.  The DoD requirement is for commands to fingerprint subjects whenever judicial and non-judicial proceedings are initiated or when a subject is being investigated for the commission of serious offenses.  The draft MCO will be staffed accordingly.

Table of Organization/Equipment for Force Structure Planning

Group (FSPG) Recommended MP Battalion


Utilizing existing tables of organization and equipment, necessary equipment was identified to equip the proposed battalion.  This working group also identified deficiencies in equipment availability.

Outline for Draft Marine Corps Reference Publication (MCRP) 3-34.XX

(Employment of Military Police in Combat)


A draft outline for the MCRP was developed.  The MCRP is being developed in order to provide operating force MP units with standardized tactical operating procedures for the accomplishment of battlefield missions.  This outline will be utilized during a future subject matter expert doctrine development conference, dates to be announced.  

Standardization of Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) 

Antiterrorism/Force Protection Officer (AT/FPO)


In FY01, AT/FPO billets for each MEU will be filled by an MP Captain.  As the result of this recent addition to the MEU T/Os, a comprehensive checklist for standardized training and employment of the MEU AT/FPO was developed. 

MOS 58XX Core and Core Plus Individual Training Standards (ITS)

Draft core and core plus ITS were developed for later use  at a subject matter expert ITS development conference at Quantico during Jan 00. 

Corrections Action Items Included:


1.  Coordination with appropriate staff agencies to identify/create the ability for corrections units to query JUMPS/MSS.  


2.  The identification of automated data processing requirements necessary to support the FY-00 release of the Correctional Information Management System (CORMIS) software.


3.  Staffing of proposed changes to SECNAVINST 1640.9B in order to negate the requirement for naval message notification of officer confinements and identification of DoD Level II correctional program requirements.


4.  The broadening of formal school lesson plans and inclusion of cross-correlated individual training standards.


The 2000 conference is tentatively scheduled to be hosted by the Marine Corps Detachment at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas.

ANTITERRORISM/FORCE PROTECTION – 

PHYSICAL SECURITY UNIT

MEU AT/FP Officer Standardization

During the annual Provost Marshals Conference the standardization of the Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) antiterrorism/force protection officer (AT/FPO) was discussed.  The working group assigned to address this issue accomplished the following:

1.  A comprehensive checklist for standardized training and employment of the MEU AT/FPO was developed.  

2.  In FY01, the MEU AT/FPO billet will be filled by a 5803 captain, career level school graduate.  

3.  A training standard for the AT/FPO includes follow on schools such as the US Army AT/FPO officer unit advisors course, US Army physical security course (with USMC block of instruction), MSTP for those officers attending the US Army MP captains career course at Fort Leonard Wood and the intelligence in combating terrorism course at Fort Huachuca, AZ.  

4.  A standardized list of reference material to include publications, CD ROMs and templates/checklists related to AT/FP was also created.

This is an ongoing initiative which CMC (POS) will continue to spearhead with the assistance of the OCC field.  Further information concerning progress in this vein will be forthcoming.  Questions or concerns can be addressed to Major Tom Mockbee at mockbeetb@hqmc.usmc.mil, DSN 224-4177/2180 x114.

ESS Training


ESS training will be available again in CY 2000.  This training supports Marine Corps ESS (MCESS) Arms, Ammunition, and Explosives (AA&E), Automated Entry Control Systems (AECS), and Ported Coaxial Cable Intrusion Detection System (PCIDS). Course instruction will be provided by SPAWAR at the SPAWAR training site in Charleston, SC. The training this year includes both system administrator and system manager courses.  The system administrator course is designed primarily for personnel involved in day to day operation of the system and provides instruction in system operation and limited maintenance.  The manager course is designed to provide supervisory personnel an overview of the system and administrator's duties.

Physical Security Training


During Sep 99, POS sponsored a Security Engineering Design Course in support of Force Protection Construction Standards.  POS provided for one physical security specialist and one facility engineer from each Marine Corps installation to attend the training that was conducted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  All attendees provided favorable comments upon completion of the training.  


During CY 00, POS intends to provide supplemental training for physical security personnel and facility engineers. POS is coordinating with the Army Corps of Engineers to conduct an Electronic Security Systems Design course.  Intentions are to conduct the training during April 00.

Physical Security Marine Corps Order


The Marine Corps Physical Security Program (proposed Marine Corps Order P5530.14) is currently being staffed through HQMC staff agencies.  As identified in CMC (POS message 281430Z Jan 99, OPNAVINST 5530.14B will be utilized as the source document for physical security until the order is published.  The target date for publication is April-May 00.

Annual Marine Corps Crime Statistics


This is a reminder to all PMOs.  Calendar year 1999 crime statistics are due for the period 1 Jan 99 through 31 Dec 99.  Commands may submit advanced faxed copies to POS, however, a signed original is required. Statistics should be submitted NLT 000131.

SECRETARY OF THE NAVY LETTER OF COMMENDATION


Congratulations to MCB Hawaii Military Police Department for receiving a Letter of Commendation from the Secretary of the Navy.

  POS-20 NEWS

No submissions were received for this issue.

POS-40 NEWS

American Correctional Association (ACA) Accreditation 

of Marine Corps Level II Brigs


During FY-00, CMC (POS-40) will pursue ACA accreditation for Marine Corps Level II brigs (i.e., MCB Camp Pendleton and MCB Camp Lejeune).  The ACA is a multi-disciplinary organization of professionals representing all facets of corrections and criminal justice.  The ACA and the Commission on Accreditation for Corrections (CAC) are private, non-profit organizations which administer the only national accreditation program for all components of adult and juvenile corrections.  The purpose of these organizations is to promote improvement in the management of a voluntary accreditation program and the ongoing development and revision of relevant, useful standards.  Approximately 80 percent of all state departments of corrections and youth services are active participants.  Also included are programs and facilities operated by the Federal Bureau of Prisons, the U.S. Parole Commission and the private sector.  For these agencies, the accreditation program offers the opportunity to evaluate their operations against national standards, to remedy deficiencies and to upgrade the quality of correctional programs and services.


Benefits of accreditation include: 



(1)  Reduced liability costs.  Adherence to nationally recognized standards for fire, safety, health and training potentially reduce claim expenses, which in most cases more than offset the actual cost of accreditation.  



(2)  Defense against lawsuits.  Accredited agencies have a stronger defense against litigation through documentation and the demonstration of a "good faith" effort to improve conditions of confinement.  



(3)  Establishment of measurable criteria for upgrading operations.  Through the standards and accreditation process, agencies continuously review agency policy and procedures and have the ability to make necessary improvements when deficiencies are recognized.  



(4)  Improved staff morale and professionalism.  Accreditation is awarded to the "best of the best" in the corrections field.  Staff have a better understanding of policies and procedures and this contributes to improved working conditions for staff.  



(5)  Safer environment for staff and offenders.  Administrative and line staff, as well as offenders, benefit from increase accountability, attention to physical plant issues and security procedures. 


ACA accreditation for Marine Corps Level II brigs is a broad challenge that will require significant effort by CMC (POS-40) and brig commanders.  ACA standards are the national benchmark for the effective operation of correctional systems throughout the United States and are necessary to ensure that correctional facilities are operated professionally.  They address services, programs, and operations essential to good correctional management, including administrative and fiscal controls, staff training and development, physical plant, safety and emergency procedures, sanitation, food service, and rules and discipline.  Standards reflect practical, up-to-date policies and procedures which safeguard the life, health, and safety of staff and offenders.  The Marine Corps corrections program is up to this demanding challenge.

Integration of Department of Navy (DoN) Corrections


On 20 October 1999, integration of Department of Navy Corrections began with the joint signing of an initial Memorandum of Agreement between the Chief of Naval Personnel, Vice Admiral Daniel T. Oliver, and the Marine Corps Deputy Chief of Staff, Plans, Policies and Operations, Lieutenant General Raymond P. Ayres Jr.  Pursuing integration and greater consolidation within the Navy and Marine Corps correctional programs continues a lengthy tradition and a common history in the area of disciplinary practices.  Navy and Marine Corps brigs share a common history and are administered in accordance with the same manual, regulations, DoD directives and Title 10 of the U.S. Code.  The Navy Marine Corps team shares representation on the DoD Corrections Council, consolidated training at the Naval Corrections School, a consolidated Naval Clemency and Parole Board, and a consolidated Naval Appellate Leave Command.  The Marine Corps corrections program is currently a stand-alone decentralized system comprised of three detention facilities (confinement of up to 30 days remaining beyond convening authority action) at Parris Island, Iwakuni and Yuma; three Level II facilities (five years) at Camp Lejeune, Quantico and Camp Pendleton; and one OCONUS facility (one year) in Okinawa.  The Quantico Brig is the only CONUS USMC facility authorized to confine females.  Under the Memorandum of Agreement, the Parris Island Detention Facility (Circa 1899) will close and the Marine enlisted corrections specialists will be assigned to the Naval Consolidated Brig, Charleston, South Carolina.  The Navy brig system is comprised, in part, of pre-trial confinement facilities at Great Lakes, New London, Guantanamo Bay, Yokosuka and Pensacola.  Level I facilities exist at Puget Sound, Pearl Harbor, and Jacksonville.  There are three Level II facilities at Norfolk, Charleston and Miramar.  Charleston and Miramar are the DoD's newest confinement facilities (built 1989), are fully accredited by the American Correctional Association; and were designed with joint service operations in mind.  Miramar also houses female prisoners.  Integration of Navy and Marine Corps corrections programs toward a DoN corrections system has been an on-going initiative for years, and is also being viewed as part of a larger initiative towards more jointness in correctional operations occurring throughout the DoD corrections program.  The DoN initiative, though, occurs within the context of a special relationship that already exists between the Navy and the Marine Corps.  The close proximity of Marine Corps and Navy brigs contributes to natural regionalization of Level II bed space.  Integration allows the Marine Corps to increase its Level II bed space without new construction or staffing increase, while at the same time taking advantage of more mature vocational and retraining programs offered at Charleston and Miramar.  The Navy, in turn, gains a trained career force to bolster it's correctional security program.  Both services also have available flexibility in space in the event of a crisis or mobilization.  A genuine "win-win situation", DoN corrections integration provides an enhanced program that better positions the Navy and Marine Corps for the future.

NEWS FROM PMOS / MP UNITS
MCLB ALBANY

Military Police Conduct Annual Training


Half of the MCLB Albany military police stayed out in the field Friday and Saturday conducting their annual training exercises.  The training took place aboard MCLB Albany in hunting area four and on the navigation course next to the pistol range.  This year's training consisted of a Nuclear, Biological and Chemical class, which included donning the complete suit, training in hand and arm signals for patrolling, combat formations, immediate action drills, patrolling techniques, day and night land navigation and a force on force war game.  "Last year we did MOUT [Military Operations in Urban Terrain] training," said Staff Sgt. Syranard Watson, military police training staff NCO.  "We chose to do this type of training this year because we wanted to train the MPs in all areas.  As an MP it's easy to end up in an urban environment or a jungle environment."  Retired Chief Warrant Officer Jack Heart, a nuclear, chemical and biological defense specialist gave the class on how to respond in case of a NBC attack on Friday.  According to Gunnery Sgt. Guy Rosbough, military police operations chief, the NBC training was incorporated because it one of the greatest threats facing the military today and it was important to train Marines in preparation of ever coming in contact with NBC agents.  After the NBC training the MPs moved on to the hand and arm signals and combat formations and immediate action drills.  The training they received was similar to the training all Marines go through in Marine Combat Training after the completion of boot camp.  The importance keeping those skills sharp is very high.  Every Marine is expected to know and maintain the skills of a basic rifleman, but MPs are more likely to find themselves in a wide variety of environments, and in need of those skills, than many other occupational specialties.  "This sort of training is the Marine Corps mission," said Watson.  "If we allow non-infantry Marines to lose focus on what the Marine Corps mission is as a force in readiness then we are failing them as leaders.  This training solidifies Marines as a force in readiness.  Marines never know when they could need the skills we are practicing."  According to Staff Sgt. Jeremy Crawford, a military police accident investigator, the goal of the training was to break the daily routine, refresh and increase everyone's knowledge on the topics that were instructed, and give the MPs a chance to do some things they don't get to on a daily basis.  "What we've learned out here has helped everyone," said Sgt. Kris Knight, a K-9 military policeman.  "This training allows us to practice and learn in a safe environment so we don't make those mistakes when it matters.  We're better off and better prepared than Marines who don't have this opportunity."  What the MPs learned over the course of those two days in the field culminated in a force-on-force exercise where all the skills they had been practicing were put to the test.  After the force-on-force war game the field exercise concluded so the MPs could enjoy one day off before returning to work on Monday.  "It's been outstanding," said Sgt. Marshall Whitt, a military police patrolman.  "Everyone has been very energetic and enthusiastic about the training all the way through."  The reason only half of the MPs go to the field at a time is because the others must continue to guard the base.  The other half of Albany's MPs will be in the field and going through the same training this weekend.
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	Pfc. Robert Dudeck, a patrolman, kneels behind some foliage for concealment during the force on force wargame conducted at the end of the military police's annual field exercise.
	
	MPs practice their squad patrolling techniques in the field using hand and arm signals and combat formations.
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	Lance Cpl. Jeffery Farmer, a desk Sgt. and patrolman kneels behind a tree and keeps an eye out for the opposing force during the force on force wargame.
	
	Pfc. Robert Dudeck, a patrolman, gives the hand signal to halt during a practice patrol.
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	MPs form a line of fire during the immediate action

drills portion of the patrol training.


Annual Terrorism Drill Trains First Responders

By:  Cpl. Christina Below

Emblem Staff



The MCLB Military Police section conducted their annual terrorism drill Oct. 28 to train the base's first responders on the ability to assess a situation, evacuate the victims, contain and decontaminate, and provide medical treatment to the victims.  The base's first responders include the Base Fire Department, Military Police and the Branch Medical Clinic.  "These are the people who would be the first responders to any type of crisis situation on base," said Gunnery Sgt. Alfred Johnson, military policeman here.  This year's drill included a chemical and biological agent attack scenario.  The scenario was that terrorists had gained access to Building 2235 on base and had planted gas into the ventilating system.  The role-players were staged in a conference room, and received a large dose of the gas, and began to show the symptoms of the gas, including eye irritation, nausea, vomiting, said Johnson.  "Ultimately the victims could die from the exposure, so the urgency of the drill was important," said Johnson.  Though last year's drill was also a chemical and biological attack scenario drill, this year's was more realistic, according Johnson.  "This year, we expanded it.  We had more role-players, and used the chemical suits," Johnson said.  "We tried to make it more realistic."  "Last year, we staged all the gear and had everything set up before they (first responders) responded," he said. "However, this year, they set everything up on-scene.  That added to the realism of the drill."  Various types of chemical safety equipment were used to contain the decontamination area and treat the victims exposed to the agent.  "We used portable showers for decontamination, along with a five percent chlorine solution, which is a general antidote for decontamination, regardless of the agent used," said Johnson.  "We also used all the mop gear, and saratogo suits that we use out in the field, and gas masks."  Tents were also used as a source of shelter for the victims, after removal from the contaminated area.  However, during an actual incident, the tents may not have been used, due to time restraints, said Johnson.  "The only consideration with the tents is that, if it was an actual decontamination incident, we would have to strip the victims naked, and the tents would be a source of shelter for them," said Johnson.  "However, they are not required.  Each of the first responders had a specific responsibility throughout the conduct of the drill, said Johnson.  "The Military Police's responsibility as being one of the first on the scene, is to establish a perimeter, contain the incident, evacuate the area, and provide security for the scene," said Johnson.  "The Fire Department's responsibility when responding to the scene is to assess what type of agent and situation we are dealing with," according to Johnson.  "If it is in fact a chemical and biological attack, they would be responsible for actually entering the site and removing the victims from the building."  "Of course, the job of the Medical personnel is to provide medical assistance to the victims," said Johnson.  Once it was determined there was gas in the area, the victims were evacuated from the area to get them out into clean air.  A majority of the time, if the victims are moved to a clean environment, the wind will dissipate the chemical, according to Johnson.  The victims then go through the decontamination process.  They are put into the portable shower with the five percent chlorine solution to remove any chemical agent or fluid from the skin.  After they are evacuated, medical personnel take over and assist the victims by taking vital signs and treating any wounds.  "The event trains all of the first responders on how to react to this type of incident," said Johnson.  "If it does happen some day, we will be prepared."

National Night Out 

By:  Cpl. Michael Kjaer

Emblem Staff



Members of MCLB Albany's military police and fire department could be seen walking the streets in the Boyett housing area and Hill Village housing area Aug. 3.  No crime had been committed, there was not an emergency, and they were not searching for anyone.  They were participating in the 16th annual National Night Out.  The National Night Out is organized by the National Association of Town Watch, a group dedicated to unifying neighborhoods against crime.  The goals of the National Night Out are to heighten crime and drug prevention awareness, generate support for local anti crime programs, generate participation in the anti crime programs, strengthen community partnership between neighbors and police, and send a message to criminals letting them know that the neighborhood is organized and is fighting back.  The National Night Out is the largest annual crime and drug prevention event in the United States.  This year's slogan was "Give neighborhood crime and drugs a going away party."  For National Night Out 1999 military police and firemen walked through the Boyett and Hill Village housing areas distributing emergency and anti crime information.  The crash test dummies and McGruff the crime dog were also on hand.  "It is a community oriented event that gives people a chance to see the police and let them know that they are there when things are going OK, not just when a crime has been committed, said Sgt. Thomas Blackburn, military police watch commander.  This year 9,000 communities and over 30 million people nationwide participated in the National Night Out.

SRT Conducts Rappelling Training

By:  Cpl. Michael Kjaer

Emblem Staff



Marines from MCLB Albany's Military Police Special Reaction Team conducted rappelling training July 21 at a five story tower across from the Maintenance center.  The training was conducted as part of SRT's monthly training regiment.  The SRT unit trains twice a month in addition to regular duties as a military policemen.  Training conducted by the SRT unit includes clearing buildings, hostage rescue scenarios, terrorist drills, shooting under all conditions and stresses, and other training.  SRT units are made up of volunteers from the regular military police.  All volunteers must be expert shooters with both pistol and rifle, and maintain a first-class physical fitness level.  All SRT training is done outside of regular duties.  "An SRT unit trains to respond to hostage situations, terrorism, and any other situations the provost marshal determines an SRT unit is needed for," said Staff Sgt. Syranard Watson, MCLB Albany military police watch commander.  "SRT units must be able to enter a building, secure the hostages, if need be, and accomplish the mission using the minimum amount of force necessary."  According to Watson, the SRT unit practices rappelling to have an alternate means of entering and assaulting buildings.  "The element of surprise is very important," said Watson.  "If we have the element of surprise the mission becomes a lot easier and less dangerous for hostages and for the SRT members.  Rappelling down and assaulting from a direction they wouldn't expect gives us the element of surprise."  SRT members are continually training to prepare for the call they hope will never come.  In addition to that they are also training for any Y2K contingencies.  "It is too early to predict if there will be any problems as a result of the new millennium, but SRT will probably be setting up security on the base and out at Boyett (housing area)," according to Watson.

DDD Team Supports US Customs Service


MWD handler, Cpl Kenneth A. McKinley and DDD Kenny (V003) recently supported the US Customs Service in El Paso, TX with the following seizures:                  

1.  A search of a Chevy Astro Mini Van resulted in Kenny alerting on the spare tire.  29.2 pounds of Marijuana (street value $23,360.00) was found in the spare tire.  The Chevy Astro Van (domestic value $800.00) and Mexico plates were seized.  One arrest, a Mexican male.

2.  A search of a Chevy Wagon resulted in Kenny alerting on the front passenger wheel well.  39 bundles (99 pounds) of Marijuana (street value $79,200.00) was found in all four quarter panels  The bundles were wrapped in cellophane.  The Chevy Wagon (domestic value $300.00) and Mexico plates were seized.  One arrest, a Mexican male.

3.  A search of a 1981 Ford Fairmont resulted in Kenny alerting on all four quarter panels.  29 bundles (99 pounds) of Marijuana (street value $79,200.00) was found in the quarter panels.  The bundles were wrapped in cellophane.  The 1981 Ford Fairmont (domestic value $300.00) and Mexico plates were seized.  One arrest, a  Mexican male.                     

4.  A search of a 1987 Pontiac Wagon resulted in Kenny alerting on the driver side door.   26 bundles (75.3 pounds) of Marijuana (street value $63,240.00) was found in a false floor board.  The bundles were wrapped in cellophane and concealed under a sheet of metal.  The Pontiac Wagon (domestic value $500.00) and Mexico plates were seized.  One arrest, a Mexican male.

5.  A search of a 1987 LTD Crown Victoria resulted in Kenny alerting on the driver side rear wheel well.  57 bundles (120.5 pounds) of Marijuana (street value $96,400.00) was found in all four tires.  The bundles were wrapped in cellophane and covered in baby powder.  The 1987 LTD Crown Victoria (domestic value $700.00) and New Mexico plates were seized.  One arrest, a Mexican male.

6.  A search of a 1984 Ford Bronco resulted in Kenny alerting on the interior of the vehicle. 25 bundles (97.8 pounds) of Marijuana (street value $78,240.00) was found inside the gas tank.  The bundles were wrapped in cellophane and placed in air tight plastic bags.  The 1984 Ford Bronco (domestic value $800.00) and Texas plates were seized.  One arrest, a male US Citizen.

7.  A search of a 1989 Ford Fiesta resulted in Kenny alerting on the driver door.  63 bundles (149.1 pounds) of Marijuana (street value $119,280.00) was found in a false floor/wall and gas tank.  The bundles were wrapped in cellophane.  The 1989 Ford Fiesta (domestic value $500.00) and Texas plates were seized.  One arrest, a Mexican male.

8.  A search of a 1984 Buick Century resulted in Kenny alerting on the roof.  22 bundles (85.7 pounds) of Marijuana (street value $68,560.00) was found in the roof.  The bundles were wrapped in cellophane and secured behind a metal plate.  The 1984 Buick Century (domestic value $500.00) and Texas plates were seized.  One arrest, a female US Citizen.

9.  A search of a 1987 Nissan Sentra resulted in Kenny alerting on the front bumper.  45 bundles (53.2 pounds) of Marijuana (street value $42,560.00) was found in the front and rear bumpers, and the dash board. The bundles were wrapped in cellophane.  The 1987 Nissan Sentra (domestic value $500.00) and Texas plates were seized.  One arrest,  a male US Citizen.

10.  A search of a 1982 Chrysler Lebaron resulted in Kenny alerting on the dash board.  14 bundles (57.5 pounds) of Marijuana (street value $46,000.00) was found in the dash board.  The bundles were wrapped in cellophane.  The 1982 Chrysler Lebaron (domestic value $500.00) and Texas plates were seized.  One arrest, a Mexican male.

11.  A search of a 1981 Ford Fairmont resulted in Kenny alerting on the driver's dash board.  22 bundles (76.5 pounds) of Marijuana (street value $61,290.00) was found in a false compartment in the dash board and back seat.  The bundles were wrapped in cellophane.  The 1981 Ford Fairmont (domestic value $500.00) and Texas plates were seized.  One arrest, a female US Citizen.

12.  A search of a 1986 Ford Econoline Van resulted in Kenny alerting on the passenger wheel well.  1 bundle (263.8 grams) of Marijuana (street value $450.00) was found in a false compartment on the passenger wheel well.  The bundle was wrapped in cellophane.  The 1986 Ford Econoline Van (domestic value $700.00) and Texas plates were seized.  The Mexican male was released because he was not aware of the substance he was transporting.

13.  A search of a Chevy Celebrity resulted in Kenny alerting on the rear bumper.  26 bundles (35.1 pounds) of Marijuana (street value $28,080.00) was found in the doors and bumpers.  The bundles were wrapped in brown tape and were concealed in false compartments in the doors and bumpers.  The Chevy Celebrity (domestic value $2500.00) and Mexico plates were seized.  One arrest, a Mexican male.

14.  A search of a 1984 Ford LTD Station Wagon resulted in Kenny alerting on the rear driver side wheel well.  84 bundles (105.1 pounds) of Marijuana (street value $84,080.00) was found in the doors and fenders. The bundles were wrapped in cellophane.  The 1984 Ford LTD Station Wagon (domestic value $500.00) and Mexico plates were seized.  One arrest, a Mexican male.

15.  A search of a 1984 Econoline Van resulted in Kenny alerting on the inside of the vehicle over the gas tank.  130 bundles (140.4 pounds) of Marijuana (street value $112,320.00) was found in the front and rear gas tanks.  The bundles were wrapped in cellophane, placed in air tight plastic bags, and submerged in the gasoline.  The 1984 Econoline Van, (vehicle not valued) and Texas Temporary plates were seized.  One arrest, a female US Citizen.

16.  A search of a 1988 Chevy Astro Mini Van resulted in Kenny alerting on the interior rear of the vehicle.  (29.2 pounds) of Marijuana (street value $23,360.00) was found in the spare tire compartment.  The bundles were wrapped in cellophane.  The 1988 Chevy Astro Mini Van, (domestic value $800.00) and Mexico plates were seized.  One arrest, a Mexican male.

17.  A search of a vehicle resulted in Kenny alerting on the rear passenger door ash tray.  1 marijuana cigarette was found in the ash tray.  The individual received a $500.00 fine and released.

18.  A search of a 1993 Plymouth Colt resulted in Kenny alerting on the passenger side underneath the door seam.  25 bundles  (62.5 pounds) of Cocaine (street value $2,000,000.00), and 7 bundles (I 1.2 pounds) of Marijuana (street value $8,960.00) was found under a false floor and in a false gas tank.  The bundles were wrapped in cellophane and fabric softener.  The 1993 Plymouth Colt (domestic value $2,000.00) and Texas plates were seized.  One arrest, a Mexican male.

19.  A search of a 1984 Ford Econoline Van resulted in Kenny alerting on the rear bumper.  42 bundles (84.7 pounds) of Marijuana (street value $67,760.00) was found in the rear gas tank.  The bundles were wrapped in cellophane and brown packing tape.  The 1984 Ford Econoline Van (domestic value $400.00) and Mexico plates were seized.  One arrest, a Mexican male.

20.  A search of a 1994 Chevy Pick-up Truck resulted in Kenny alerting on the tail gate.  34 bundles (73.7 pounds) of Marijuana (street value $58,960.00) was found underneath the bed liner.  The bundles were wrapped in cellophane and brown packing tape.  The 1994 Chevy Pick-up Truck (domestic value $1,500.00) and Mexico plates were seized.  One arrest, an  American male.

21.  A search of a 1987 Ford Taurus Van resulted in Kenny alerting on the driver's seat.  33 bundles (47.5 pounds) of Marijuana (street value $36,560.00) was found in a false tank under the rear seat.  The bundles were wrapped in cellophane.  The 1987 Ford Taurus (domestic value $1000.00) and Texas plates were seized.  One arrest, a Mexican male.

22.  A search of a 1998 Chevy Camaro resulted in Kenny alerting on the rear bumper.  138 bundles (153.6 pounds) of Marijuana (street value $122,880.00) was found in the rear bumper, engine compartment, rear quarter panels and within the interior of the vehicle.  The bundles were wrapped in cellophane and cardboard.  The 1998 Chevy Camaro (domestic value $13,000.00) and New Mexico plates were seized. Two arrests, an American male and female.

MCAS BEAUFORT

Marines Save Heart Attack Victim

By:  LCpl. S. K. D'Alessio

Tri-Command Tribune


During a routine call about a vandalized vending machine at the Fightertown skeet range Oct. 24, a Fightertown military policeman and another Marine saved the life of an 80-year old heart-attack victim.  Lance Corporal Tobias H. Smith, military policeman, and retired LtCol. Rick Sommerall, performed CPR on Charles Riding.  Smith was investigating the vandalized vending machine when, four people ran into the vending machine booth and yelled "Shooter down!"  according to Wayne Anderson, Beaufort Skeet Club president.  "Naturally, I thought a skeet shooter had been shot," said Smith.  But when I saw the man on the ground, there was no blood.  His pale face told me he wasn't breathing," said Smith.  "(Riding) didn't respond to me and he had no pulse," Smith continued.  I moved the crowd behind a rope fence and performed CPR on him."  According to Anderson, it was at this time that Sommerall noticed the action and within seconds, took over giving mouth-to-mouth, allowing Smith to relax his lungs and concentrate on chest thrusts.  "Between the both of us, we got his heart running again, but lost his pulse four times while trying to do so, said Smith.  Smith and Sommerall continued their efforts to resuscitate Riding until the Air Station Firefighters took over.  According to MGySgt. Tyrone Jackson, Air Station provost sergeant, Smith has been recommended for the Navy Achievement Medal.  "It is our job as military policemen to do things like this, especially when a life is involved," said Jackson.  "I'm very happy Smith will be awarded."  Riding died two days later.  Riding was a veteran of the skeet club and a three-time state skeet champion during 1995 through 1998.  He is survived by his two children and wife Francis M. Riding.

MCB CAMP LEJEUNE


Between Jan - Jun 99, there were approximately 94 vehicle break-ins, involving thousands of dollars of personal property being stolen.  During the course of these investigations by both the Military Police and the Criminal Investigation Division, MCB, Camp Lejeune, NC, three suspects were identified.  Searches of one of the suspects vehicle, an off base residence, and a barracks room resulted in the seizure/recovery of numerous car stereos, amplifiers, speakers and personal property, which had been reported stolen.  The suspects all admitted culpability in approximately 50-60 vehicle break-ins.  Liaison with local law enforcement and CID, MCB, Quantico, VA, identified the suspects of vehicle break-ins and personal property larcenies within their respective jurisdictions.  During the investigation, another suspect was identified of vehicle break-ins, larcenies, and credit card crimes in Onslow County, Jacksonville, NC.  This suspect has allegedly fled to Florida and Onslow County has issued a warrant for his arrest.  These investigations resulted in the recovery of personnel property in excess of $15,000.00 and the successful conclusion of numerous criminal investigations and MP ICRs.  In Sep 99, one of the suspects received a Special Court Martial and was awarded a BCD, forfeiture of all pay and allowances, and confinement for 1 year.  In Oct 99, two of the suspects were indicated on 9 counts of breaking and entering, 9 counts of larceny and 1 count of conspiracy, in federal court.  The maximum sentence each could receive is 33 years and 3 months confinement in federal prison and fines exceeding $3,700,000.00.
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MCAS CHERRY POINT

Security Awareness Reminder


Did you grow up in a small town where everyone left their doors unlocked and the keys to their cars in the ignition?  In an ideal world, one would think that a military base is a place where you can trust the people around you, and that this is the last place we’d have to worry about locking our doors.  Unfortunately, larceny of private property is a frequent occurrence on MCAS Cherry Point.  Recently, PMO has seen a trend of larcenies of private property from unsecured and unattended vehicles, rooms, and offices.  Two military dependents involved in over 40 vehicle thefts and burglaries stated during their police interviews, “It was easy.  We only stole items from unlocked cars.”  These suspects walked around housing and only picked the vehicles that were unlocked to steal from.  They did not have to forcibly enter any vehicle nor forcibly remove any property, such as stereo equipment.  There was enough opportunity for stealing from unlocked automobiles.  A number of these thefts could have been prevented.  Be proactive and guard your personal affects.  Most of these are common sense, but here are a few helpful reminders: 


*
Always secure your vehicle, room, locker, etc. when unattended.


*
Keep a list of serial numbers of your valuables.  (CD players, VCRs, etc.)  This will aid in claiming and returning stolen property. 


*
Etch your name on valuables, so that it may be easily identifiable and less attractive to thieves.  


*
If possible, videotape your property.  This is especially valuable to homeowners.  This will help when stolen property is recovered, and in other insurance claims.  


*
Be aware of suspicious persons lurking around parking lots and barracks and housing areas.  Report suspicious persons to your Duty NCO or PMO.  


Do not be alarmed if you find a security awareness reminder chit on your vehicle.  PMO may leave you this friendly reminder on  your vehicle in order to inform you that it was left unlocked.  You can help us prevent this problem by being proactive and following the guidelines above.

The Thin Green Line:   On Patrol With The Provost Marshal's Office

By:  Cpl. Barbara Sacerio


Provost Marshal's Office, ready to serve and protect the public while preserving order and discipline.  These Marine Corps policemen better known Military Police,  patrol the streets and stand watch around the clock.  Even though unlucky patrons may think MPs sole mission in life is to hand out tickets, there's much more to their mission.  According to MSgt. William J. Zell, operations chief, MPs are people who have a desire to serve and protect the public.  For the most part, many of those who choose this military job follow the same path even after their time is done in the service.  All MPs go through an eight-week course located in Ft. Leonard Wood, MO.  During school, basic skills are taught from escorting to gate duty.  For most young MPs, the first duty station serves as a learning tool, according to Zell.  To earn the title and wear the badge, there is one requirement -- to be at least 19 years old.  That is all that's needed to attend the school, the rest is left to the individual.  Once the Marine has graduated the school he or she can be sent to any of the air stations or bases located world wide.  The MPs are responsible for the protection of the more than 50,000 Marines, sailors and civilians who come aboard and live on the air station every day.  At its greatest capacity, each MP is technically responsible for 300 people.  With such a great number working, visiting or living aboard the air station, security is an important element.  When manpower fluctuates, Marines end up pulling longer hours so as to not leave any area susceptible to conflict.  This shift is known as "running guard" in which Marines work 12 hours on then 12 hours off for six days before getting a day off.  As with any job, matters get stressful, but each section commander tries to give his Marines an equal amount of down time, according to Zell.  Sgt. Steven D. Raby, patrol supervisor, admits that at times it proves difficult to unwind from a day's work.  "Sometimes it's hard to go home and press out your cammies without thinking about the child abuse case that you just dealt with."  But he also admits there's an edge of excitement in his job, from responding to loud noise complaints to controlling a domestic violence dispute.  The biggest problems encountered here are larcenies, domestic disturbances and suspended vehicle operators.  Though these crimes seem nominal, they are still crimes.  Hence, for any reason at any moment, anyone aboard the air station can be approached by PMO, the Criminal Investigative Division and the Naval Criminal Investigations Services.  With such a large influx of people and different scenarios to deal with on a daily basis, MPs must learn to deal with everyone in a friendly manner.  No matter the situation, problems are taken care of in an orderly fashion.  Each Marine is responsible for order, but not every MP can do every job required of law enforcement.  That's why behind the scenes within PMO, each Marine is assigned a duty as part of an organized web of justice.  There are six sections within the office, tasked with a specific mission.  The Headquarters Division is the main member which directs and coordinates daily activities by passing down the information to the other sections.  The Criminal Investigation Division, which is the military version of detective work, conducts investigations on several complex matters and works closely with the Naval Criminal Investigative Service.  Within CID, there are the Crime Prevention and Physical Security branches which offer the Drug Awareness Education Program to more than 200 fifth-grade students in three different Craven County schools.  These branches also compile crime statistics and maintain the PMO lost and found among other responsibilities.  The Services Division's function as the backbone for the unit.  It handles many of the administrative responsibilities, including: the Visitor's Center, Vehicle Registration, Traffic Court, Animal Control, the unit's training and supply, and administrative duties.  All the valuable information stored in computer systems is safeguarded by the Terminal Area Security Officer, who acquires, distributes, and accounts for PMO computer systems and all related material.  Operations Division is the meat and potatoes of the whole operation because all the elements most people are aware of and see on a daily basis are gathered here.  The Patrol section provides 24-hour police patrols, ready to deal with any emergency, complaint or incident that may arise.  The Traffic Investigations Department enforces speed limits and safe roads for all to travel on.  The Military Working Dog Section has several teams used to detect narcotics and explosives, and provide support for Presidential and U.S. Custom missions.  Finally, an MP wouldn't be complete without

his weapons and ammunition, provided by the Ready For Issue Point Section.  Other security elements include the Fire Department and the Security Manager who advises the base commander on methods of handling security issues.  Marines are not limited to the duties they can accomplish during the Marine Corps stint.  Many have the opportunity to experience most of the jobs facets.  Others choose to endeavor into the civilian force which offers an average starting pay of $36,000 per year.  Regardless of what an MPs next move is, while they work in PMO they will always be apart of an intricate web of justice.  "Each Marine is important.  Without them we couldn't get the job done," said Zell.

MCB HAWAII


CAMP H. M. SMITH, Hawaii — A Camp Smith military policeman was honored during the 15th Annual Law Enforcement Appreciation Luncheon and Exhibits at the Sheraton Waikiki Hotel Oct 22, 1999.  Sgt. Ted Clutter of the Marine Corps Base Hawaii Provost Marshal's Office here received the Top Cop award for his superior performance both on and off duty.  Top Cop awards were presented to Hawaii civilian and military police officers who demonstrated the highest degrees of professionalism and dedication to duty.  “He was nominated to represent Camp Smith and Kaneohe military police departments,” said Capt. Joe Salvator, MCBH deputy provost marshal at Camp Smith.  “He has always done an outstanding job and most importantly he earned it.”  Clutter has been stationed here for three years and has performed a number of capacities including gate sentry, patrolman, desk sergeant, military police supply chief, embark chief and watch commander.  “Receiving this award makes me feel like I have accomplished a lot, and that I make an impact in the law enforcement activity,” said Clutter.  “And my peers -- along with my superiors -- have noticed my hard work and dedication.”  Clutter's involvement with the community includes spending time as a guest speaker at Kamehameha Schools and for the "McGruff" Crime Dog Program.  He also coaches youth football and teaches Sunday School.  In addition to his military duties and volunteer services, he is currently enrolled in off-duty education with Wyland Baptist University in pursuit of a criminal justice degree.  “He is a hard charger.  He is the kind of a Marine that can always be counted on and we would like to keep,” said Gunnery Sgt. Patrick Buckley, Camp Smith operations chief.  Clutter plans to pursue a career in law enforcement after leaving the Marine Corps this December. 

MCRD PARRIS ISLAND

Center Educates Kids On Strangers, Internet


On 17 Nov 99, Parris Island Military Police Investigator Jeremy R. Gauthier arranged for members from the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC) to visit Laurel Bay elementary schools.  The NCMEC taught children about the dangers of strangers and some of the hazards associated with the internet.  Executive Director of the South Carolina branch of the NCMEC Margaret C. Frierson and Outreach Coordinator Jennifer Michaels held several presentations for all grade levels.  Michaels told children about using the buddy system, always checking with a parent or an adult you know before talking with a stranger, and the difference between good strangers, such as policemen and firemen, and other strangers.  The presentation also discussed the increasing threat to young people posed by the internet and internet chat lines.  "Kids today have grown up in the computer age, and the internet plays a major role in their lives," said Frierson.  "Many parents are intimidated by computers, so a lot of times kids are left unsupervised on the Internet."  One of the groups other goals were to educate adults about the resources the center can provide.  "What the NCMEC is probably most known for is its posters and searches for missing kids," said Frierson.  "We also help educate law enforcement personnel about crimes against kids, [and] advocate for legislators to protect kids.  We helped to get the sex offender registration law passed in South Carolina and we provide resources for parents of missing kids and law enforcement."  The NCMEC provides some tips on internet usage:


*  Don't allow kids to give out any identifying information over the internet.


*  Never allow a child to arrange a face-to-face meeting with someone they meet on the internet.  Set rules and monitor your kids' computer usage.


*  Put the computer in a family room instead of in a child's bedroom.

Close Combat Instructor MP Graduates Tops


Recently, Parris Island PMO received quotas for the Close Combat Instructor (CCI) course at MCRD Parris Island, SC.  On 4 Nov 99, Sgt Frank A. Ginn, the first Marine sent by PMO, graduated as the Honor Graduate from the Close Combat Instructor course.

PMO Finishes First In Softball  


On 15 Nov 99, a representative from MCCS presented the Provost Marshal’s Office with the Commanding General's Cup trophy for being the 1999 Depot softball champions.  PMO placed first in the intramural regular season and tournament.

PMO Places In Squad Competition  


On 19 Nov 99, a five-man PMO team finished third of seven teams in the final Squad Competition of the year, cementing PMO’s third place finish for the year out of 14 teams.  MCCS holds three Squad Competitions per year, featuring a variety of tough and motivating physical events.  Past events have included a max pull-up relay, bus pull, obstacle course relay with M-16A2 disassembly/ assembly, and bench press.  This final Squad Competition consisted of a 4-mile boots-and-utes run with rifles and two swimming events with cammies and gear.

MCB QUANTICO

Marines Named "Top Dogs" In K-9 Competition

By:  Cpl. Daryl G. Sanford

Quantico Sentry



POOLESVILLE, MD. - Marines from Security Battalion, K-9 section, took several awards, including the top departmental award, at the Sixth Annual United States Police Canine Association Iron Dog Competition Nov. 13 here.  This year's race was the third consecutive win for Marines.  In the past, the Montgomery County Police Department had taken top departmental award every year prior.  The race consisted of a 2.5 mile course through forest and off-road terrain which was littered with obstacles, to include an assortment of hurdles, crawls, ladder/stair climbs, canine carry, water and mud pits and marksmanship tests.  At the end of the course, the dogs had a "bad guy," an officer dressed in a protective foam, suit to attack.  Beating out 58 three-man teams and 23 different police departments, the Marines' three teams finished with a combined time of 58 minutes and nine seconds.  In addition to the team award, the top five finishers were recognized with awards.  The Quantico team took two of them.  Sgt. Michael Headrick, K-9 handler, with his German Shepherd, Blek, took first place with a finishing time of 16:19.  "I was really pleased with my time," Headrick said. "I'm going to try to break that 15 minute range, if it [course] stays the same next year."  Cpl. Mark Kyllingstad, K-9 handler, with his Dutch Shepherd, Rando, finished with the fourth fastest time, 18:18.  Sgt. Ralph James, with his dog Jock, a German Shepherd, placed 26th with a time of 23:40.  James and Jock ran the course in 21:40, but were penalized two minutes because he missed an obstacle.  "I think I did pretty well, and my dog didn't run like he normally did.  He was in an unfamiliar area," said James.  Headrick said there was a, "lot of boots and 'utes running" to get ready for the race.  "We didn't get to train as much as we wanted to; we only trained two weeks before the race," he said.  Although the various K-9 teams were competing against one another, Kyllingstad said the competition was a "family reunion" of sorts between the K-9 officers.  Kyllingstad had his reasons for the contest.  "We all shared the same feelings with each other, being K-9 officers," said Kyllingstad.  "It's like seeing family members you haven't seen for a while.  There was a common bond between us."
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	Sgt. Michael Headrick, K-9 handler, winds up his German Shepherd "Blek" before the Iron Dog competition. 
	 
	 To complete the Iron Dog Competition, Sgt. Michael Headrick and Blek ran through many obstacles on the 2.5 mile course.


Congratulations to the following:

Sgt Headrick -    1st place overall (Finishing time - 16:19)

Cpl Kyllingstad - 4th place overall (Finishing time - 18:18)

Sgt James -      22nd place overall (Finishing time - 23:40)


All the times listed above are to include penalties.  Extra time was added to your time if you failed to negotiate an obstacle correctly or skip an obstacle.  The above times are final.  The course was a 2.5 mile course with the above obstacles mentioned. 

In The Face Of Danger

Military Police Practice Hostage Rescue

By:  Sgt. Jim Goodwin, Quantico Sentry



When an 11-year-old child put in the 911 call to the Provost Marshal's Office here, that his father, a Marine sergeant, was hitting the child's mother, military police were expecting a domestic dispute.  But when MPs arrived on scene, the Marine pulled a gun on his family and decided to hold them hostage inside his base residence.  A routine call had turned into a life-threatening crisis.  Although this particular incident was fictional, emergencies such as this one require an immediate response.  To handle these situations, PMO has a team of specially-trained Marines, known as the Special Reaction Team.  This particular scenario was part of a special training exercise conducted here Oct.15 to test initial response, hostage negotiations and SRT entry into such a situation.  "We developed a scenario that's very realistic and has the potential for happening aboard this installation," said GySgt. Scott Melcher, PMO operations chief.  "This [exercise] enables us to make sure everyone here is on the same sheet of music."  "This is the kind of stuff that happens across America," added Special Agent John Flood, supervisory special agent with the FBI's Crisis Negotiation Unit here.  "Depression, suicides and other problems can lead to this type of situation."  Under the close eye of Flood and other observers, MPs had to treat the situation as a real-life scenario from the moment they responded to the initial 911 call knowing every action they took could drastically change the situation and if not handled properly, could lead to disaster.  As negotiators tried to keep the enraged father, role-played by veteran negotiator Special Agent Vince Dalfonzo, calm, CID agents at the command center worked vigorously to gather information on the situation and the people involved.  "We (CID] are the intelligence cell of the negotiation process," explained MSgt. William Griffin, CID chief investigator.  "We constantly monitor the investigation."  For the exercise, Griffin and his agents discovered that the hostage taker, Sgt. Jones, was recently demoted for hazing Marines.  Jones has been arguing with his wife on and off for quite some time, and on the morning of the incident, his wife gave him divorce papers.  After a physical altercation, their son called 911.  But gathering such information in a timely manner is no easy task, Griffin said.  It takes practice, and the exercise gave CID an opportunity to pinpoint obstacles that pop up during their investigation.  "Gathering intelligence can be hard.  This [exercise] let us see any weak links we have in communication," said Griffin.  The exercise also gave CID a chance to coordinate their reports with SRT and the first-responders for negotiation purposes, he added.  When SRT is called out, time is of the essence.  SRT needs to quickly sculpt out an effective plan in order to handle the situation in the event negotiations fail, according to Cpl. Jared Streeter, SRT.  "Sometimes we [SRT] don't even know what we're heading into, so planning a course of action can be tough," he said.  "This gives us a real look at what we're facing."  As SRT members prepared for their breech assault into the building, a wrench is thrown into the machinery of the negotiations: the phone provided to Jones doesn't work.  He wants to call family members.  The situation begins to intensify.  "There's nothing by the book.  You always run into problems," said Streeter.  A five-month veteran to SRT.  But more importantly, he said, it's about "taking the threat out before the threat takes out others."  Finally, SRT makes their move, blowing out the front door to the Jones' residence with explosives.  Shortly after, the SRT Marines have cleared the house, immobilizing the perpetrator and bringing the "hostages" to safety.  Prior to the exercise, PMO Marines received two classes on hostage negotiations and responding to such an emergency from Flood and his Critical Incident Response Group.  Overall, the Marines' performance was exceptional, he said.  "This has gone text book," said Flood."  That's how well everything went.  They [Marines] were pushing all the right buttons." 
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	One Step At A Time

Marines with the base Special Reaction Team deliver a cased telephone to a hostage-taker during a training exercise here Oct. 14.  The scenario for the exercise, which involved various  units from the Provost Marshals Office, focused around a hostage situation in base quarters.

Photo By:  Sgt. Jim Goodwin
	
	After negotiations have failed, SRT members had to conduct a breech assault to neutralize the threat.  Here, SRT member LCpl. Jeff Francis leads the "perpetrator" out of the house after SRT stormed the premises.

Photo By:  Sgt. Jim Goodwin
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	LCpl. Matthew Morris, the first MP to arrive on the scene, tells Breder everything he knows about the situation.  CID agents must gather as much information as possible to help resolve a crisis before it turns violent.

Photo By:  Sgt. Jim Goodwin                                                                                              


I & I  LEXINGTON

On The Move With The Lexington Marines

By:  GySgt. Michelle D. Skrbich and Capt. Jenny Potter, MARFORRES


LEXINGTON, Ky. -- If a Marine Reservist from Lexington, Ky. makes the claim that Military Police Company A (-) trains in just about every clime and place, believe it.  This past year alone, MP Co A (-) Marines have journeyed to the ice and snows of wintertime Norway, to hurricane devastated Nicaragua, and to the sunny tropic scenes of summertime Hawaii -- all in the name of good, realistic training.


Training in Norway for several weeks in February and March in support of Battle Griffin ‘99 was an opportunity for 80 Company and I&I personnel to work alongside their active duty counterparts in the 2nd Division and 2nd Force Service Support Group in a challenging, cold-weather environment, according to Maj. Andrew J. Horne, Commanding Officer, MP Co A (-), of Louisville, Ky.  Sergeant R. Ryan Loudermilk, Platoon Sergeant, 3rd Platoon, MP Co A (-), of Lexington, Ky., served as officer-in-charge of a group of Marines during the Norway training.  As OIC, he ensured that his Marines successfully carried out their missions of establishing main and alternate supply routes, providing convoy security, and conducting route reconnaissance.  Accomplishing these missions became much more difficult in the wake of a blizzard, which struck as the Marines were on the second leg of a route recon, according to Loudermilk.  Cpl. David L. Ladner, Military Policeman, 3rd Platoon, MP Co A (-), of Elizabethtown, Ky., was in the lead of the 14-vehicle convoy returning to the base camp at Skagg when the blizzard hit.  
“Road conditions were very treacherous,” remembered Ladner.  Not only did he and the others have to contend with the whiteout that occurred when 3 feet of snow fell in 1 ½ hours, but in places the roads were also covered with sheets of solid ice.  The Marines were prepared, however, and made a slow, steady and safe return to the base camp with the aid of tire chains.


The annual training conducted by 29 of the unit’s Marines in Hawaii during July also offered some unique opportunities, such as working in a garrison environment on a large military base alongside active duty Marine military policemen, according to Maj. Horne.  While the locals and tourists played during the popular, annual Hawaiian Bay Fest, the Reservists and their active duty counterparts from Marine Corps Base Kaneohe Bay assisted local authorities with crowd control.  The two-week AT also included courses on the use of deadly force and the new A.S.P. baton (which replaces the PR24), as well as pepper spray certification, reported Lance Cpl. Jason L. Watts, Administrative Clerk, Headquarters Platoon, MP Co A (-), of Bowling Green, Ky.  “Training was good,” Watts said, adding that he enjoyed getting to know and work with the younger Marines in his platoon.  Watts also got to see the filming of a “Bay Watch” episode, making his island stay all the more memorable.


For two weeks in late July and early August, 35 of the unit’s Marines deployed to Nicaragua to assist in the recovery process that was still taking place months after Hurricane Mitch devastated the small Central American nation.  Working alongside foreign nationals and the Army National Guard was one of the features of the Nicaragua training, said Maj. Horne.  The Lexington Marines, whose mission was to provide security while a Marine engineering battalion from Eugene, Or. and Army National Guard units constructed buildings and roads, received numerous accolades from the National Guard Joint Task Force Commander as well as from the locals, who said the Marines were “real soldiers” -- a minor faux pax, considering the language barrier.  “The Nicaraguan soldiers were very helpful and accommodating and the natives were very nice,” observed Lance Cpl. Brian S. Lee, Military Policeman, 4th Platoon, MP Co A (-), of Liberty, Ky.  The language barrier did make the training more of a challenge, which made Lee wish he would have listened better in his Spanish classes!


The opportunity to experience different cultures was appreciated by both Ladner (Norway) and Sgt. Dennis T. Doyle, Military Policeman, 4th Platoon, MP Co A (-), of Louisville, Ky. (Nicaragua).  “Never take for granted what you have,” observed Doyle.  Both Ladner and Doyle found their OCONUS AT experiences gave them a better appreciation for living in the United States.


Currently, Lexington Marines are scheduled to return to Hawaii for Bay Fest 2000, and there may be other opportunities to participate in future Joint Task Force operations, according to Maj. Horne.  If one thing’s for sure, it’s that no matter where the Marines of MP Co A (-) conduct their annual training, they’ll train to be ready to meet the nation’s call to fight in any clime or place where they can take a gun!
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	Marines from MP Co A (-), Lexington, Ky., pause for a  photo during a recon mission in Norway in support of Battle Griffin ‘99.   
	
	Cpl. Sean P. Bell of Louisville, Ky. ensures that all signs are visible following a 1 ½ hour snowfall that dumped 3’ of snow.  Bell and 79 other Marines serving with MP Co A (-), Lexington, Ky.  conducted annual training in Norway in support of Battle Griffin ‘99.

	
	
	

	Photo Taken By:  Unknown

Photo Of Marines:  

(standing, l-r) 

Sgt. R. Ryan Loudermilk, Cpl. Sean P. Bell, Cpl. Clifford Hensley, Jr., Cpl. Steven J. Bailey, Lcpl. Michael W. Middleton, (kneeling, l-r) Cpl. Jason P. Allard, and LCpl. Jeremy M. Lowe.  

All Marines are from MP Co A (-), Lexington, Ky.


	
	Photo Taken By:  

LCpl. Jeremy M. Lowe,  MP Co A (-), 3rd Platoon, Sellersburg, In.

Photo Of:  

Cpl. Sean P. Bell, MP Co A (-), 3rd Platoon, Louisville, Ky.
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	Amid a flurry of snowflakes, Sgt. R. Ryan Loudermilk of Lexington, Ky., prepares to backbrief his Marines following a commanders’ meeting.  Loudermilk, of MP Co A (-), Lexington, Ky., was acting OIC for a group of Marine Reservists participating in Battle Griffin ‘99 in Norway during February and March of 1999. 
	
	LCpl. Howard P. King and SSgt Christopher A. Roundtree, both of MP Co A (-), Lexington, Ky., provide security for Marine combat engineers from Oregon as they work on constructing the new Santa-Teresa school during a humanitarian relief AT mission in hurricane-devastated Nicaragua.

	
	
	

	Photo Taken By: 

LCpl. Jeremy M. Lowe,  MP Co A (-), 3rd Platoon, Sellersburg, In.

Photo Of:  

Sgt. R. Ryan Loudermilk, MP Co A (-), 3rd Platoon, Lexington, Ky.
	
	Photo Taken By: 

LCpl. Howard P. King, MP Co A (-), 4th Platoon, Columbus, Ohio.

Photo Of: 

SSgt Christopher A. Roundtree, MP Co A (-), 4th Platoon, Louisville, Ky, and (left)     Cpl. James B. Wilson, MP Co A (-), 4th Platoon, Lexington, Ky.
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	Marines from MP Co A (-), Lexington, Ky., take a moment to 

visit with the locals and have their boots shined while 

in Sonoma, Nicaragua during AT training.

	

	Photo Taken By: 

LCpl. Howard P. King, MP Co A (-), 4th Platoon, Columbus, Ohio.
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No submissions were received for this issue.
