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POS-10 NEWS

MP TRAINING

INFORMATION FOR TRAINING CHIEF’S

1.   Request nominees be submitted to POS-13 (MSgt Adame) via e-mail at least 60 days prior to the commencement of the course date.  Course dates may be canceled or rescheduled as directed by the school.  

2.  Commands must ensure nominees are screened to meet the prerequisites as outlined in NAVMC 2771 (Formal Schools Catalog).  Waivers to the prerequisites must be submitted within 60 days of the class commencement.  

3.  Marines attending training should be briefed as to what is expected of them at the course, (i.e., time frame of school, physical requirements, reporting into MARDET, use of Gov’t Visa card, transportation, rental cars, POV, alcohol related incidents, liberty....).  Please ensure Marines do not have leave scheduled or other events that can be foreseen.  This prevents a modification of naval message. If a naval message has been released on assignment of personnel, then a naval message must be submitted by your command requesting cancellation or modification of the course. 

4. The following information is required for two reasons, (1) to ensure that both (POS) and the command have the same school date and (2) the require information is received by (POS) to secure the class seat.  Use the following format via E-mail when submitting your commands nominee.  This will ensure all necessary information is provided.

Name: 


Rank: 

SSN:


EAS:

Your Unit Location:  (Complete Command Address; not PMO) 

Title of Course:

Course ID:


Class Number:


Course Dates:

OTHER POS-10 NEWS

ADVANCE TRAFFIC CRASH INVESTIGATION COURSE

The 342d Training Squadron & Traffic Management & Accident Investigations Course at Lackland AFB, Texas cordially invites you to attend the Advance Traffic Crash Investigation Course to be held at Lackland AFB on October 15-26, 2001 by the Institute of Police Technology and Management (IPTM). 

This advanced investigation course is designed for all DoD personnel who have had prior crash investigation training and have been successful in making scale diagrams and speed estimates from skid marks.  A student who successfully completes this advance course will have developed a relatively high degree of technical expertise in the crash investigation field.  

Applicants for this course must have been awarded a certificate of completion of the Traffic Course at Lackland AFB or IPTM.  The course fee of  $795.00 includes tuition, student reference manual and all study materials. 

All fees will be paid directly to IPTM.  

Seating for this course is limited to 35 people and is on a first-come, first-serve basis. Upon acknowledged registration with IPTM you must contact the Traffic Course at Lackland AFB with proof to hold your seat.  

To register, contact: 

IPTM: University of North Florida

                        4567 St. Johns Bluff Road, South

                        Jacksonville, Florida 32224-2645

                        Phone:  (904) 620-4785  

                        Fax:  (904) 646-2453

                        Web site: http://www.iptm.org

Lackland Traffic Course:  

TSgt CRAIG WILLIAMS

                          DSN: 473-3211/2385

                          Com: (210) 671-3211/2385

E-mail:

Craig.Williams@Lackland.AF.MIL
CERTIFICATE OF COMMENDATION

The Commanding Officer First Marine Corps District takes pleasure in commending

CAPTAIN PIETRO P. SCARSELLI

For exceptionally noteworthy performance from 1 October 1999 to 30 September 2000.  Displaying exceptional drive toward mission accomplishment, Officer Selection Station New York’s exemplary performance contributed significantly to the success of the 1st Marine Corps District, as well as ensuring the future quality leadership of the Marine Corps.  For their superior record of achievement, Officer Selection Station New York earned the distinction as 1st Marine Corps Districts “Officer Selection Station of the Year” for fiscal year 2000.  Captain Scarselli’s performance and devotion to duty reflected great credit upon himself and were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Marine Corps. 

THE BEST WAY TO FIND A FEDERAL JOB

By Don Mace

Armed Forces News Publisher

Monday, June 18, 2001

Dear Armed Forces News Subscriber:

I wanted to let you know that FED week has teamed up with a cutting edge company that has put together an advanced, proprietary Federal Job Search engine that is parallel to none!  Already, thousands of military members have signed up for this unique federal job search service and are receiving detailed emails every day of the job vacancies they are looking for. 

If you are planning to retire or leave the military soon, then this service will be very valuable to you.  This comprehensive federal job search engine allows federal job seekers to select their individual criteria such as location, salary level and occupational group to completely fine tune their job search, and emails you every day with all of the job openings fitting their own personal criteria.  You’ll get full details on the federal job you are seeking: 

Job Title 

Grade Level

Open Period 

Potential Growth

Hiring Agency 

Duty Locations

Contact Information 

Announcement Number

Complete List of Duties 

Qualification Requirements

How to Apply and More!

You will be spared the countless hours of searching government websites or waiting for a print publication to mail you lists of jobs that you’re not interested in at all.  This is the most comprehensive job search available because it reaches across occupational group listings to seek out any potential federal jobs that you may have missed when you choosing your criteria. It’s all done for you…no stones are left unturned! Whether you are planning on moving, thinking about changing jobs or are just a little curious what federal jobs are available and where and how much they are paying, this federal job search engine will do it all for you.  You can get your federal job daily announcements emailed to you as early as tomorrow!

To find out more about this comprehensive Federal Job Search engine, go to http://www.armedforcesnews.com and click on the Federal Job Search button on the right hand side of home page or just go directly to: http://cgi.hrsjobs.com/foxweb.exe/hrsaffi1?FEDWEEK. 

We’ll continue to keep you posted on the latest new tools and services available to federal employees and retirees. 

Website Addresses:

http://www.armedforcesnews.com 

http://www.fedweek.com 

POS-20 NEWS
No submissions were received for this issue.

POS-40 NEWS
No submissions were received for this issue.

NEWS FROM PMOS/MP UNITS
MCLB ALBANY

CHRISTMAS IN APRIL

Military Police participated in the 2001 "Christmas in April".  This community service program is geared towards helping the needy in the surrounding community. 
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MCLB BARSTOW

BANK ROBBERY SUSPECTS APPREHENDED
A robbery at the Bank of America occurred on the 4th of June.  The local Police department notified PMO and reported the make and model of the suspect vehicle because a witness observed that the vehicle had a DoD decal.  At 1120, the suspects had made their way to the Base.  An APB had already been received by PMO.  The vehicle was allowed to enter the base to show an impression of normalcy.  Shortly thereafter, two MP's made a felony stop near housing, which lead to the apprehension of the suspects and the return of a large sum of money to the local bank.
MCB CAMP BUTLER

MP’S DEPLOY TO EAST TIMOR

Marines from The Provost Marshal’s Office Marine Corps Base Camp Smedley D. Butler, Okinawa Japan, recently returned from a humanitarian mission to East Timor.  The five-man detachment of Military Policemen deployed as a security/force protection unit for the United States Support Group, East Timor (USGET).

USGET, which falls under the U.S. Pacific Command (PACOM), operates out of East Timor’s capital, Dili.  The joint command’s mission is to provide humanitarian assistance to the people of East Timor in the form of medical, dental, and engineer assistance projects.

The MP’s manned a 24-hour Command Operation Center, Armory, and served as a Quick Reaction Force for the USGET area of Operation.  The MP’s further provided force protection for numerous convoys around the impoverished country.   

East Timor is an obscure little country off the northern coast of Australia and is part of the Indonesian Archipelago.  In 1975, Portugal withdrew from the country after 500 years of colonial rule.  East Timor soon claimed independence, however, Indonesia invaded the country soon after citing a need to quell instability in the region.  Twenty-four years later, in 1999, East Timor was allowed, through a UN sponsored referendum, to vote for self- determination.  The country overwhelmingly voted for full independence from Indonesia.  What followed was a bloody rampage by pro-Indonesian militia forces who murdered thousands and burned most cities to the ground, including the capital, before fleeing to Indonesian West Timor.

“These people are trying to build a country from the ground up.  It was amazing to watch the United Nations assist East Timor in training a police force and a Defense force.  We witnessed history.” explained SSgt Jason Periard, the SNCOIC of the MP Detachment.  SSgt Periard went on to say that it was a privilege for he and his Marines to assist in donations and repairs to a local medical clinic.  “It feels good to know you are making a small impact on these peoples lives.”  SSgt Periard said.

The military police mission in East Timor rotates through the services every 100 days.  The Air Force Security Police currently have the mission.  It is truly a “Tip of the Spear” mission that allows Military Policeman to do it’s field mission in a “Real World” environment.

MCB CAMP LEJEUNE

On 10 Nov 00, PMO hosted a group of retired and former Marines who served at MP Co, Camp Lejeune during the 1950's.  They were provided a tour of the Brig and of PMO areas.  It was exciting and a tremendous success.
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MCAS CHERRY POINT
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7 June 2001

Marines,


You are cordially invited to the 2001, United States Marine Corps Law Enforcement Association Reunion.  This year’s reunion will take place September 14th, 15th and 16th.  The location is the beautiful Marine Corps Air Station, Cherry Point, North Carolina.  

Some of the scheduled events/topics are:

Friday Evening:

Ice Breaker



Heavy hors d'oeuvres



Drinks

Saturday:

TriCare brief for retired personnel

Brief: Military Police Battalion

Military Working Dogs Demo: 

On-Guard Procedure

Pig Pick’n

Sunday:

Brunch

Golf

There is a $30.00 entry fee for each person.  This will cover the costs of the Ice Breaker and Pig Pick’n.  

- 
The Sunday Brunch at the Officcers Club will costs $12.95.  

- 
Golfing on Sunday will not be a tournament, just fun.  The cost is between $22 - $24 depending on rank. (18 holes & cart)

Hotels in the area are:

Havelock







Holiday Inn



400 W US 70 Hwy



(252) 444-1111


Comfort Inn





Hwy 70 East



(252) 444-8444



Hampton Inn



Hwy 70 East



(Open in July)
Morehead







Hampton Inn


4035 Arendell



(252) 240-2300


New Bern





Hampton Inn






200 Hotel Dr



(252) 637-2111

Holiday Inn Express




Hwy 17 South



(252) 638-8266

Registration cut-off date for attendees will be 15 August 2001.

Please make checks payable to the “PMO Party Fund”.

Your point of contact for attendance is: 

MGySgt John Zell at (252) 466-6599.  E-Mail: zellwj@cherrypoint.usmc.mil
MCB HAWAII

MP ‘RIDES’ SCHOLARSHIP TO COLLEGE EDUCATION

Pvt. Iain A. Schnaible
Combat Correspondent
A Marine with Military Police Co., Headquarters Bn., MCB Hawaii, will be trading in his badge for schoolbooks after being awarded a full scholarship from a prestigious federal program.
Lance Cpl. Noah S. Evermann, a military working dog handler with MP Co., will be closing out his career as an enlisted Marine and heading to the University of Idaho in order to work toward a commission with a full scholarship provided by the Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps.
Evermann initially filled out the application package when he was a senior in high school.  His English and math teachers submitted letters of recommendation for his application, but he never actually turned the package in.
Holding on to the package until he was enlisted in the Corps turned out to be an advantage for Evermann when he eventually submitted it.
“I think a big reason I was accepted for the program was that I had letters from my teachers as well as from my chain of command,” said Evermann.  “I had twice as many references as a high school or military applicant would have.”
When Evermann decided to submit his package, he went to see the career planner and together they went through the process since neither had any experience dealing with NROTC scholarship applications.
“The packet took about two weeks to complete, and I sent it in next day air mail three days before the deadline.  I didn’t even know if it arrived in time until I got the call saying I had been accepted,” said Evermann.
Evermann couldn’t have been more delighted when he found out that he was accepted for the scholarship.
“When I heard the news, I was extremely excited; I couldn’t have asked for anything more,” said Evermann.
The opportunity to attend college and remain affiliated with the military presents Evermann the chance to achieve one of his goals.
“I wanted to serve some time enlisted, then become an officer,” said Evermann.  “I wanted to experience both lifestyles. That way, I could be a better officer.”
Evermann’s superiors are enthusiastic about having him join them in the officer ranks.
“I would welcome him,” said Maj. Marc H. Lambert, MCB Hawaii deputy provost marshal.  “He is a young man who progressed quite well through the enlisted ranks, he will do well in the officer ranks.”
Evermann also has the necessary ingredients to make an outstanding officer, said Capt. Pete R. Solano, MP Co. operations officer.
“Evermann displays all the traits  and potential needed to be an outstanding officer,” said Solano.  “I think he will excel in the officer ranks because of his drive and motivation.”
Despite all of the excitement about going to school, Evermann is anxious about returning to a learning environment.
“I am nervous — two years away from the books can make anybody rusty,” he said.  “I just hope I’m ready.”
Evermann has set long-term goals for himself as well.  He has chosen his future career after determining whether officer life is right for him.
“Whether I do 10 or 20 years in service, when I retire I want to be a teacher,” said Evermann.  
“But, the Marine Corps has been good to me, I‘m not just going to give this up,” he added.  
“The scholarship gives me the opportunity to get a degree and then decide if a career in the Marine Corps is right for me,” he decided.
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UNITED STATES CUSTOMS SERVICE

Lance Corporal Evermann with MWD Quanta was TAD to U.S. Customs Service in El Paso, Texas from 05 March to 29 May 2001.  Together they confiscated a total of 1600 lbs of Marijuana with a street value of approximately 1.5 million dollars.  Lance Corporal Evermann was awarded the Navy/Marine Corps Achievement Medal for his accomplishments during his TAD tour.  

MCAS MIRAMAR

MIRAMAR MARINE, PARTNER FINDS DRUGS AT TEXAS BORDER CROSSING

By Sgt. Troy M. Ruby

CPAO, MCAS Miramar

Miramar’s Provost Marshals Office supported the war on drugs through the diligent effort of one Marine and his dog.  They recently completed a temporary duty assignment to support the Customs Service agency along the United States border.

Lance Cpl. William Abbott and his partner Paco, a military working dog, made drug seizures totaling over 3,100 pounds of marijuana when they were temporarily assigned to the El Paso, Texas, international border, as part of a support program with the USCS.  While there, they worked side by side with Customs officers, doing vehicle inspections and making seizures.  

“The seizures came in spurts.  One day, we made three in one day and there were times when I would go a week without one, said Abbott.  It averaged out to be about every other day that we would make a seizure.  We had one bust in particular where we apprehended 416 pounds of marijuana in the trunk of a car.”

Abbott isn’t the first Marine to assist in patrolling the borders.

Several times a year, U.S. Customs solicits military support on their border crossings, said Sgt. William Pine, Miramar kennel master.  They have so many cars (crossing) every day that they just can’t handle the load by themselves, so they need extra help from the military.

This request is sent military-wide and several dog teams from each of the branches of the military go for about three months to support them. The duty takes the teams to the international borders in California, Texas, Mexico and Arizona.

This additional duty provides a good training opportunity that these Marines couldn’t get anywhere else.

Having Abbott and Paco working the border was great training for both of them.  They were able to do drug seizures where the drugs were hidden in tires, secret compartments, gas tanks, seizures that we might not get to see on base, continued Pine.  Now Abbott will be holding classes for the rest of the dog handlers.  He will be able to use his experiences in Texas to show us different hiding places and searching techniques that will makes us all more effective at our jobs.

Abbott learned these skills while doing his routine job guarding the border.  A typical day found every vehicle going through a checkpoint where an inspector asks them various questions about their time in Mexico; why they were there, what they did while they were there, and other questions.  During the questioning, the driver is being evaluated to see if he is excessively nervous, which could indicate that he is attempting to transport illegal drugs over the border.  

Each station also has a computer that runs the vehicles license plate number through a program that brings up the history of that vehicle.

“We had a guy who tried to bring a truck across the border that we found out, through the computer, that the driver was involved in a shooting with a narcotics agent.  During the altercation, the driver had stepped out of the truck and gunned down the agent with an AK-47.  He was arrested right away and it was all because of the computer,” said Abbott.

After the initial discussion with the driver, the inspector has the option of either letting the car pass or referring it for closer inspection, said Abbott.

We searched random vehicles that were referred in for various reasons.  If they want K-9 to run the car, we run it and do a very through inspection that will hopefully yield results, said Abbott.

The hiding places are as numerous as the locations in a car, said Abbott.  Inside tires, quarter panels, ceilings, gas tanks, false glove compartments, underneath false floorboards or inside the door panels.

“I personally had a pickup truck where they raised the bed and packed the whole bed.  It never ceases to amaze me just where they put the drugs, said Abbott.  Sometimes they even try to tow a vehicle across the border claiming they are taking it to be fixed, but it is loaded with marijuana.  They will stop at nothing to get the drugs into the United States.”

In recognition of his and Paco’s seizures in Texas, Abbott has been nominated for a Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal.

Abbott has done a great job since he got here in November 1999.  His dog has actually had more drug busts than all the other dogs on base combined.  We have five dogs and Paco alone has 14 busts.  He has a great dog and they, as partners, have performed above and beyond expectations, said Pine.
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MCRD SAN DIEGO

MARINES RUN IN SPECIAL OLYMPICS LAW ENFORCEMENT TORCH RUN

PMO Marines Carry Hope For Special Olympics Tired Feet, Aching Lungs Powered By Volunteer Spirit

By Cpl. Kimberly S. Leone

More than twenty Marines from the Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego, Calif. Provost Marshal’s office hit the road June 5 to take part in the San Diego county portion of the Special Olympics Law Enforcement Torch Run.


The law enforcement and military agencies from Southern California run more than 1,500 miles and pass through approximately 200 communities as they carry the torch to its final destination, California State University, Long Beach. The university is home to the 2001 Special Olympics Summer Games. 


The Marines started their portion of the run at the Mexico-United States border. They covered 17 miles before handing off the torch to the San Diego County Sheriff’s Department. 


“The shortest leg was about one mile, so the Marines didn’t have to be super runners to participate,” said SSgt. Kenneth P. Jackman, Criminal Investigation Division, MCRD and Security Director, San Diego Special Olympics. “They just had to be willing.  Although there were Marines who ran 12 of the 17 miles.”


The tradition of the Special Olympics Law Enforcement Run began with Police Chief Richard LaMunyon in Wichita, Kansas. The first run involved only eight officers and ended without a single penny gained for Special Olympics. 


In the 20 years since its inception, the Torch Run has become the largest fundraising event for Special Olympics involving more than 100 separate events in 30 countries. Last year, the runs collected approximately $1.6 million in donations. 


While knowing their efforts help Special Olympics programs thrive contributed to the willingness of some Marines to participate, camaraderie and compassion were the top motivators.


“I was motivated by the fact that this event benefited a good cause and seeing my fellow Marines, like Cpl. Stoyko, take the torch and lead his fellow devil dogs to the finish line,” said Cpl Marco Franco, desk sergeant, PMO. “The Special Olympics gives athletes who are not so fortunate a sense of pride and I am very happy to be a part of making a difference in their lives.”


The money earned by Special Olympic fundraising events support training and development programs, athlete expenses, conferences and competitive events.


“This is a great opportunity to interact with the community,” Jackman said. “The event helps generate money and awareness. Plus, the participants also get the rewards that come with seeing the Special Olympics athletes have a good time in a safe environment.”


Marine Corps Community Services showed support for the Special Olympics and the Marines participating in the run by purchasing the Marine runners’ event t-shirts and providing a recreational vehicle.

“The support of MCCS really benefited the Marines running this year,” said Maj. Tom Little, Provost Marshal, MCRD, San Diego. “Having the RV allowed our runners to have access to a mobile head facility and space to rest and stretch out during the run.”

Before handing the torch off to their brothers in the Sheriff’s department, waiting in Carmel Valley, the Marines formed up and finished the run together, shining with sweat and Marine Corps spirit.


“This really helps you see how fortunate you are,” Jackman said. “It brings you back to earth to see these athletes with their disabilities smile just to cross the finish line.”


The culmination of a year of training and fundraising will be celebrated at the Special Olympic Summer Games, June 15-17 at CSU Long Beach.
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SRT TRAINING

By Cpl. Jessica Simonson, PMO

16 Jul 00


Location is everything.

Members of the Special Reaction Team (SRT), a military police unit similar to a civilian Special Weapons And Tactics team, conducted training last week.  

On a Depot where thousands of young men are transformed into United States Marines, training isn’t unusual.  The SRT’s training was unique because of its new location.

Facilities Maintenance personnel, on the request of Maj. Tom Little, Provost Marshal, transformed a Quonset hut into a training ground.  

From the outside the hut looks unaltered.  Once inside however, it’s obvious many hours of work went into converting the building once used in the 1950’s to shelter recruits into a “house”, complete with furniture, separate rooms and removable barriers and windows.  

The modified building allows role-players to be exposed to a different situation each time they enter the building.

“The building is designed so the rooms can be changed each time it’s used,” said Little, “and is equipped with multiple doors, sliding windows and movable walls.  We purposely painted the walls different colors, light and dark, so they would have to deal with the reflections and shadows these Marines must always be aware of.”

The building, used for the first time early this month, will be a regular training location for the SRT.  According to GySgt. Kip Gibel, SRT Commander, the facility will be used on a monthly basis.  

The location wasn’t the only thing different about this training exercise, however.  The weapons were unusual in their own right.

Instead of dry firing or firing blank rounds, where accuracy is debatable, these Marines knew exactly where their rounds hit.  It was as evident as the bright red splotch of paint left behind on the “bad guys”

The weapons, both 9 mm pistols and M-4 rifles, were modified to shoot paint rounds rather than regular ammunition.  This modification allows training with no threat of injury.  The participants compare the impact of the round to that of a paintball round.


“The barrel of the weapons has been modified,” Little said.  “This barrel is smaller than a 9 mm round.  A live round wouldn’t even be able to be fired though it.”


The advantages these weapons provide allow the Marines to participate in close quarters battle.  


“This allows Marines to experience realistic force-on-force training in a safety-controlled environment,” Gibel said.

“Dominate the room, control the hostages and search the subjects,” reminded Little as the SRT team was about to enter.

Geared up and ready to make their move, they know there are armed men with hostages in the building, and the team is ready to do their job.

As they run through different scenarios, Little constantly changes up the furniture, the placement of hostages, “bad guys” and barriers.

“It helps a lot,” said Cpl. Joseph Hawkins, SRT member.  “You have to constantly have to think about all the different angles.  It puts a lot more realism into our training.  You actually shoot and get shot.”

“These SRT Marines love it,” Gibel said.  “They get to do training only a small portion of PMO gets to participate in.”

The majority of the Marines in the SRT are corporals or above, according to Gibel.
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MAGTFTC TWENTYNINE PALMS

PMO WINS PISTOL COMPETITION FOR THIRD STRAIGHT YEAR

Four military policemen from MAGTFTC Provost Marshal’s Office recently proved that the best ‘pistoleers’ come from 29 Palms during the Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow 2001 Law Enforcement Pistol Competition. 

First Lieutenant Brian P. Juaire, Staff Sergeant Andrew L. Smith, Lance Corporal Douglas R. Null and Private First Class Brady N. Thomas were the four warriors who swept the contest, and they swept it well.

In a contest where the lowest score wins, the MAGTFTC team tallied a remarkable 388 points, which was well below the next closest team.  This is a very remarkable feat considering the four other west coast teams were also comprised of their PMO’s best shooters.

The pistol competition was made up of five different realistic scenarios.  One of these was know as “The Judge.”  In this scenario, policemen began in a seated position, as a judge would be with a courtroom gavel in hand.  As soon as the start buzzer was sounded, the policemen had to drop the gavel and arm himself with his pistol.  From there, he would engage a total of ten enemy targets with two rounds, shooting accurately enough not to hit the simulated hostage targets in between the enemy targets.  After the first five targets were hit, the policeman would be forced to reload and engage the second five behind the initial targets.

Still, MAGTFTC PMO made it look easy.  The team not only finished in first place within the military, First Lieutenant Juaire finished in ninth place and Staff Sergeant Smith finished in tenth place individually competing against seventy other shooters.  First Lieutenant Juaire also walked away with the “High Military Shooter” award.  This award was also won last year by one of the PMO’s finest making it the second straight year to be one by the MAGTFTC team.

MCAS YUMA

LAW OFFICER OF THE YEAR

Within the general membership of the American Legion, there exists an organization of particularly dedicated Legionairres known as La Societe Des 40 Hommes et 8 Chevaux (the 40 & 8).  Each year, local chapters of the 40 & 8 solicit nominations from local law enforcement agencies for its Law Officer of the Year program.  The intent of the program is to recognize law officers who not only have performed their duties in an outstanding manner, but who also have made off-duty contributions to their community, state and the nation.  Nominations are screened locally and local area Officers of the Year are honored.  Those honorees are later screened at a state level, and State Officers of the Year are honored.  Finally, all state honorees are screened at the national level until the 40 & 8 recognizes its National Law Officer of the Year.  

On 19 May 2001, Cpl Todd A. Benjamin, USMC, MWD Handler, MCAS Yuma, AZ, was recognized by the Yuma County 40 & 8 as its Law Officer of the Year.  

Cpl Benjamin attended the United States Army Military Police School, Fort McClellan, AL, between 27 March 1999 and 04 June 1999.  During that assignment, Cpl Benjamin was screened and selected for assignment as a Military Working Dog handler.  Cpl Benjamin attended the Military Working Dog Handler Course at Lackland Air Force Base, TX, where he graduated at the top of his class and was the subject of a Meritorious Mast conducted by the Commander, Marine Corps Administrative Detachment.  Cpl Benjamin reported for duty aboard Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, AZ, on 14 October 1999.  

As a Marine Military Policeman, Cpl Benjamin handles Military Working Dogs qualified in Bomb Detection, Narcotics Detection and Police Patrol functions.  Cpl Benjamin’s duty proficiency enabled him to augment United States Secret Service Protective Service Details for the President and Vice President of the United States during the year 2000 Presidential campaign.  Cpl Benjamin participates in Military Working Dog demonstrations off-duty, for the Recruiting Service and local law enforcement agencies.  

As a collateral duty, Cpl Benjamin is a member of the installation’s Special Reaction Team, responsible for providing unique emergency police services during critical incidents.  Cpl Benjamin served on the installation Color Guard, which has been recognized for superior performance by the Air Station Commanding Officer.  Cpl Benjamin seeks self-improvement as a student in the Arizona Western College.  

Cpl Benjamin consistently demonstrates an exceptional performance, as both a Marine and a Military Policeman.  Cpl Benjamin was selected as the Marine of the Quarter, 1st Quarter 2000, by the Commander, Marine Corps Air Bases Western Region, and was awarded the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal.  Cpl Benjamin was also selected as the year 2000 Military Policeman of the Year, Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, Arizona.

HMX-1

UNIITED STATES POLICE CANINE ASSOCIATION  (USPCA) DETECTOR DOG TRIALS

HMX-1 dog teams participated in the United States Police Canine Association (USPCA) Detector Dog Trials held aboard MCB Quantico on 10 Mar 01.  

Cpl Adamson along with MWD Kelly did an OUTSTANDING job and won first place. Out of a possible 200 points the team scored 199.33. 

Sgt Pruitt and MWD Alex came in 9th place.

LCpl Peter and MWD Rico came in 14th place. 

There were a total of 27 explosive detector dog teams from the Northern Virginia, DC and Maryland law enforcement community that participated in this event.

FORT LEONARD WOOD

BURN BABY BURN!

Marine MPs Get “Eyes-On” Training In Use Of Pepper Spray

By Sgt. Ron Isaac

Guidon Staff

It wasn’t a Disco Inferno, but 50 future military policemen from Fort Leonard Wood’s United States Marine Corps Detachment felt the fire on a field beside Specker Gymnasium, Jan. 19, compliments of oleoresin capsicum.  That’s more widely known as pepper spray and is used by law enforcement as a non-lethal way to subdue a suspect.


The Marines got a block of instruction on proper employment of the spray and the possible effects on the subject after being sprayed with the agent.


According to Staff Sgt. Timothy Minarick, an instructor for the Marine Corps’ MP and NBC Instruction Company, it’s not enough to sit in a classroom and learn about the chemical.  A practical exercise is necessary to fully understand usage and the severity of the effects on a human.  After using an inert form of the substance to learn spraying techniques, each student was sprayed in the eyes with the active type and then required to make their way through a training course.


“The purpose of this exercise is two-fold, “ he said.  “First it’s so they know the effects of the spray and how the suspect will react when they hit them with it.  You can’t teach them how severe it is in a classroom.”  


The other reason for the training is to show the trainees that it’s necessary to maintain control of subjects after spraying them, he said.  Some people may use too much force.


“When someone is sprayed with pepper spray they are in their right frame of mind, “ Minarick said.  “The effects are instant and they can include involuntary closing of the eyes, a severe burning sensation and possibly difficutly in breathing.”


While the pain and symptoms are intense, they go away after approximately 45 minutes, but those first few minutes are excruciating.


Just ask Lance Cpl. Adam Storey and he’ll tell you all about it.


“It burns like a 15-degree sunburn,” Storey said.  “It’s some of the worst pain I have ever felt in my life.  It’s a lot of pain, but it puts a perspective on what you would be doing to someone if you spray them with it.”


Concentration is the key to accomplishing the tasks required during the training, he said.  The tendency is to hold your breath and close your eyes because of the pain, but it’s important to keep breathing and open your eyes.


“It was tough to fight through the pain and do the right things at the different stations,” he said.  “I just focused on remembering blocking techniques, punches and the other attacks we had to use.  You have to go until you hear the whistle and then you move on to the next station.”


After completing the tasks a water hose was available to rinse eyes, skin and mouths.  Despite the subfreezing temperatures and strong wind, everyone willingly sprayed themselves down.


The wind also helped alleviate some of the pain.  The cool air helps lessen the time it takes to get over the effects, Minarick said.


That portion of the course is over and seven more weeks of training are still left for these Marines, but it’s a safe bet that the lessons learned on this day will not be forgotten.  
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Lance Cpl. Adam Storey rinses the substance out of his eyes.
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Lance Cpl. Adam Storey rinses the substances out of his eyes.
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PFC Rodger Martinez performs upper body strikes on the bag during the training.
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Pfc. Royal Merrill holsters his weapon as he fights the effects of the oleoresin capsicum.
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PFC Royal Merrill holsters his weapon as he fights the effects of the oleoresin capsicum.

[image: image27.jpg]Staff Sgt. Timothy Minarick takes another student’s breath away.
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Staff Sgt. Timothy Minarick takes another student’s breath away.
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Students practice controlling someone subjected to pepper spray, using an inert form of the chemical prior to being sprayed with the stuff.

I & I LEXINGTON

PUTTING READINESS TO THE TEST

By GySgt. Michelle D. Skrbich 

and Capt. Jenny Potter, 

PWST, MP Company A (-), Lexington, Ky.

Marines are known as the nation's 9-1-1 force-in-readiness, prepared for rapid mobilization and deployment.

It was fitting, then, that this past January, which marked the 10-year anniversary of the start of Operation Desert Storm, the readiness of the Marines of Military Police Company A (-), Lexington, Ky., was put to the test during a Commanding General's Inspection / Mobilization Operational Readiness Deployment Test conducted by officials from the 4th Force Service Support Group.

The CGI/MORDT is a valuable training tool for Marines, as well as a good litmus test to show higher headquarters the readiness level of its subordinate units.

Ten years ago, mobilization and deployment readiness were more than just a test for MP Company A's seven Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm veterans.  Maj. Markus U. Hartmann, then a captain, was a CH-46 helicopter pilot serving with HMM-164 in Tustin, Calif., when he deployed; Maj. Taz R. Olson was a captain piloting UH-1 Huey/Cobra helicopters with HMLA-169 at Camp Pendleton, Calif., when he deployed; and SSgt. Kelly W. Rouse was an active duty 0311 (infantry rifleman) sergeant filling a squad leader billet with 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines when he deployed the day after Christmas 1990, headed for Kuwait.

Marines serving with 1st Military Police Company (as MP Company A was formerly known) also got called up.  GySgt. Robert C. Ricks, then a sergeant, was a squad leader for Third Platoon; 1stSgt. David H. Foster, then a sergeant, was platoon sergeant for First Platoon; SSgt. Christopher A. Rountree, then a sergeant, was a squad leader for Second Platoon; and SSgt. R. Ryan Loudermilk, then a lance corporal, was a military policeman with Second Platoon.  The Marines had to be ready to deploy in just a short amount of time -- for example, GySgt. Ricks got the word in November 1990 and left on Dec. 6, 1990; SSgt. Loudermilk was called up on Thanksgiving Day 1990 and left on Dec. 8, 1990.

Gunnery Sgt. Ricks served for seven months during Desert Shield/Desert Storm, during which time he participated in many convoy security runs.  "I thought it was a great experience for young Marines, but it felt like an everyday thing for me," he stated.  GySgt. Ricks, MP Company A's Provost Sergeant, had already seen action as a young Marine in Vietnam from 1967-1969.

Although SSgt. Loudermilk, who now serves as Platoon Sergeant for MP Company A's First Platoon, was motivated about being overseas, he also said, "At times I was scared to death!  Rounds were dropping, there was sporadic gun fire, it was 12 o'clock during the day and I had to use a flash light because it was so dark."

Staff Sgt. Rouse said, "My family had mixed emotions.  They were sad because I was away from home, but proud I was representing the United States."  SSgt. Rouse is now Platoon Commander for MP Company A's Second Platoon.

Staff Sgt. Loudermilk's family was supportive of his leaving.  He said, "My mom was very emotional. My dad, a former Navy SEAL in Vietnam, never spoke about the war until I was activated.  That's when my father and I had our father-to-son talk."  SSgt. Loudermilk remembers the words of advice that his father, Bobby Loudermilk, told him, "Never, ever leave your buddies.  Don't focus on the bad -- you laugh at it.  And never give up."

So, what of the recent CGI/MORDT?  MP Company A passed with high marks, found "capable of mobilizing within the required parameters."  The Company's muster rate was 94 percent, "all stations were properly manned and maintain," and "the flow, control and accountability were well managed," according to the inspectors.  MP Company A is led by Maj. Daniel E. Murner, Commanding Officer, Maj. Estill D. Banks II, Executive Officer, and 1stSgt. David H. Foster.  Maj. Eric J. Eldred is the Company's Inspector-Instructor, and 1stSgt. Larry K. Woodard is the I-I First Sergeant.

TRAFFIC STOP

By Capt. Jenny Potter,

PWST OIC, MP Company A, Lexington, Ky.

Kneeling on the asphalt with both hands held high and with curious onlookers gathered all around, it looks like the end of the road for this unfortunate Marine.  In this case, however, looks deceive.  The crowd isn't a gaggle of thrill seekers and lookey-loos, it's a group of military policemen serving with Military Police Company A (-), Lexington, Ky.  The Marine assuming the position of defeat isn't one of America's most wanted, he's Cpl. Jeremy D. Campbell, military policeman, MP Company A, doing some role-playing duty.  And although it may in fact have been the end of the road -- a parking lot on the grounds of a technical college adjacent to the Company's drill center -- it was also the beginning of a period of felony traffic stop training during MP Company A's January drill.

According to Staff Sgt. Jeffrey D. Waddle, Company Gunnery Sergeant, "Felony traffic stops are conducted on high risk stops.  Examples would be armed robbery suspects, bank robbery suspects, any individual that is suspected to be armed.  It allows the officer/MP to maintain contact and control of a suspect while still affording the MP cover."
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U.S. MARINES:  PRESENT, FUTURE, AND PAST

By Capt. Jenny Potter,

PWST OIC, MP Company A, Lexington, Ky.

Corporal Michael A. Wimberg carries the Military Police Company A (-) guidon while Maj. Estill D. Banks and GySgt. David H. Foster lead a platoon of Marines down the streets of downtown Lexington, Ky., during the city's Christmas parade on Dec. 2.  Members of Lexington's Young Marines unit carried the U.S. and Marine Corps colors and marched in a squad-sized formation, and a group of area Marine Corps League personnel either walked or rode in a van bringing up the tail end of the Marine Corps presence in the holiday parade.
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1st MARINE DIVISION

THE DESERT RATS
By 1stLt Dennis Kaskovich

XO, MP Co, HQBn, 1st Mar Div
    
The thermometer on the Corporal's watch indicated it was 118 degrees in the shade.  Actually, 118 isn't really that bad with 13% humidity.  Honestly.  The heat, however, has the combat load on its side.  For a Marine to fully appreciate the heat, put him in full 782 gear and have him route recon a desolate desert road from dawn until dusk in a sixteen-year-old HMMWV.  Then you give him two five-gallon water cans, which by noon have reached the temperature of the outside air.  Throw in dust so thick it permeates every bodily orifice and a little Murphy's Law and you've finally got yourself a HOT DAY.  Welcome to Exercise Desert Scimitar-01 (DS-01).

 
From D-90 the questions all sounded the same;  "What exactly will MPs be doing during DS-01?"  "What kind of play will MPs have in all of this?"  "Will MPs be guarding the CP?"  The answer, however, remained the same; Military Police Company will provide general support to the 1st Marine Division by conducting battlefield circulation and control (to include route reconnaissance, traffic control points and convoy security), support of river crossing ops and area security.  Despite the fact that MP Co has been a part of the Division for five decades, there still remains a fog, which surrounds the field MP Co mission and its role on the modern battlefield.  Jokes involving police badges and radar haunt FMF MP units to this day.

   
Even by 1st Marine Division standards, DS-01 was a big exercise.  The Division (Reinforced) conducted a long-range tactical command, control and communications (C3) exercise between US Army Yuma Proving Ground (YPG), Arizona and the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center (MCAGCC), California from 1-12 May 2001.  The exercise involved 500-wheeled vehicles and over 1,500 Marines.  The purpose of the exercise was to test the 1st Marine Division's ability to accomplish the missions assigned to it in a current Central Command (CENTCOM) Operations Plan (OPLAN), which is designated to respond to another Iraqi incursion into Kuwait.  The primary focus of the exercise was to practice and test the abilities and procedures of the Marines and equipment that make up the respective Combat Operations Centers (COCs).  

Specifically, the objectives of Desert Scimitar-01 were to:

        
(a)  Test the Division's and subordinate units' abilities to rapidly embark and deploy their forces in response to an execution order. 

(b)  Exercise command, control, and communications over moving forces separated by large distances, across terrain that closely simulates the terrain of the actual Area of Operations (AO).

(c)  Test the ability of new communications systems and the Marines who use them.

        
(d)  Test the ability of the Division and subordinate and supporting units to conduct a river crossing (Colorado R.), to include all of the tactical control measures and coordination required to move a division's worth of equipment and personnel.  

(e)  Test the ability of the Division and subordinates and supporting units to provide logistical support to a division's worth of equipment and personnel across extended distances.

(f)  Force Marines (planners and operators) to operate in unfamiliar territory.

The exercise was divided into three phases: Phase I - Movement, Phase II - Manuever and Phase III was Retrograde.  Early on 1 May 01, MP Co deployed in general support of 1st Mar Div with 33 Marines (3 MO, 30 ME) and thirteen tactical vehicles.  

During Phase I, MP Co provided direct support to the Division RMCC (Movement Control Center).  MP Co was tasked with providing traffic control points along major MSRs to facilitate the movement of tactical convoys to their main assembly areas (AAs).  There were two primary routes to the main assembly areas at YPG, each one measuring almost 300 miles in length through barren desert.  The northern route, from Twenty-Nine Palms, was assigned to 1stLt Gutierrez and his four vehicles.  The southern route and AAs were assigned to 1stLt Kaskovich and SSgt Rojas.  By 06 May all supporting units had arrived at their respective AAs and had been scanned by Division Embarkation.  Despite some irksome vehicle breakdowns, Phase I was a great success.

Phase II began for MP Co when it displaced and moved north to Attack Position (AP) Cibola.  From this position MP Co began to conduct route signing, route reconnaissance and traffic control along the major east-west MSR, Cibola Lake Road.  Traffic control was essential along this main MSR due to the fact that the road was just wide enough for two HMMWVs to pass each other, not to mention an LVS or LAV.  Moreover, MPs were very busy with the development of defiles all along the MSR which would prove to be critical during the maneuver phase.  

While MPs prepared for the main effort to move along the MSR, 7th ESB was knee-deep in its river crossing operations.  The crossing of the Colorado River at Cibola, Arizona was an essential part of the exercise.  The Division transported vehicles, equipment and personnel across the 460-foot wide river using a combination of rafting and bridging.  The rafting and bridging operation took place over a two-day period, for 12 hours each day.  On the first day, vehicles were ferried across the river on rafts for the first six hours, then driven across the assembled ribbon bridge for the next six hours.  On the second day, rafting operations were conducted for the first two hours and bridging the remaining ten hours.  The vehicles exiting the west side immediately deployed to their assigned positions.

Ultimately, all the units safely moved to and across the Colorado River without serious incident.  During the entire evolution MP Co had positive communications using MRC-145s, OE-254 elevator antennas, and PRC-119s.  After ensuring all units were across the river, the River Crossing Commander (Assistant Division Commander) secured the MPs from the river crossing site and displaced the company north yet again.

After a short period of training and refitting at AA Blythe, MP was ready for its next mission; the Retrograde.  

Phase III saw MP Co again conducting traffic control along major MSRs in order to facilitate the movement of tactical convoys to their respective EndEx sites (MCAGCC and CAMPPEN).  As the dust plumes of the last units departed the AAs, MP Co turned its attention to its own movement back to Camp Margarita.  The entire retrograde went off without a hitch and by 2000, 12 May 01 all units were safely back at their camps for a much needed "cold one."

Desert Scimitar-01 proved to be a perfect opportunity for MP Co to demonstrate to the MAGTF Commander that MPs are truly a force multiplier.  Without accurate route reconnaissance, traffic control and battlefield circulation, the 1st Marine Division would have had great difficulty in carrying out its mission.  In terms of esprit de corps, nothing beats a company deployment to build unit cohesiveness.  Moreover, the company was able to work out a lot of kinks that only come to light during extended operations and ultimately proved that the MP Co, 1st Marine Division is mission capable.   
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