HMMWV Rollover 040303

Background:  While driving in a HMMWV up Case Springs road to drop off

Marine Sergeant, driver negotiated S-shaped curve, overcorrected, hit raised asphalt, climbed metal guard rail, and rolled one quarter turn with mishap vehicle coming to rest on passenger side door.  Marine Sergeant seated in front passenger seat, was pinned underneath vehicle from the chest down and received fatal injuries.   

Lessons Learned:

1.
RAC 1.  Personnel.  Driver operated the vehicle at unsafe speeds.

Speed was in excess of 30 mph. The posted speed limit for Roblar Road/Case

Springs is 15mph uphill in low transfer. 

2.  RAC 1.  Personnel.   Driver failed to enforce MCO 5100.19E 

(Marine Corps Traffic Safety Program) and allowed passenger not to wear his

seatbelt. 

3.   RAC 1.  Personnel.  Marine Sergeant failed to adhere to MCO 5100.19E 

(Marine Corps Traffic Safety Program) by not wearing his seatbelt. 

4.   RAC  2.  Supervisory.  Unit failed to adhere to Division Policy Letter 3-

02 (Tactical Wheeled Vehicle Licensing, Training, and Safe Operation Policy) and 

allowed an inexperienced driver to travel on unimproved surface/off road without 

completing 200 miles of supervised training. The driver assigned checked into his unit 10 days before the mishap occurred. The driver received one day of driving which consisted of a twenty-mile round trip to hospital.  The driver was unfamiliar with the associated hazards of Roblar Road and the mountainous terrain of Case Springs.   

5.  RAC 2.  Supervisory.  Unit failed to adhere to MCO 3500.27A (ORM).  Unit 

disassociated the principles of safety and operational risk management (ORM).  Unit failed to incorporate hazard/risk awareness and management principles in risk management processes; including planning, decision-making, and execution and allowed inexperienced driver to travel Roblar road/Case Springs training area without giving the operator a safety brief or risk/terrain assessment. 

