Motorcycle Ownership

You may be thinking about buying a motorcycle. For many it's a new adventure – so much more than just transportation. Motorcycling is a power sport. It may even become a statement of your lifestyle.

Motorcycles are unique machines:
· First, there are many different motorcycles to fill the needs of personal riding styles. 
· Second, motorcycles require a higher level of physical skill than operating a car. 
· And third, motorcycles are a high-risk activity. You are about sixteen times more vulnerable to injury and death than when driving your car. 
Bottom line, what you buy and how you ride are critical decisions. When you accept responsibility and gain the experience for making good decisions, you truly gain the freedom that motorcycling is all about. When you trash your bike or get hurt, you end up 'going nowhere fast'.

Your commitment to safety should begin before you make your decision to ride. 
You may avoid explaining those scrapes from that costly brand-new-bike-tip-over that is all too common. You may not go through the trauma of discovering your insurance company doesn't think your skill level or age matches your purchase. You may discover (to your horror) that the fastest, heaviest, or biggest bike on the planet may be a bit intimidating to the novice rider.

Do some research. Discover how to define the type or riding you will actually be doing. Learn the true costs of owning a motorcycle. Find out what it takes to get trained and licensed. Find out what it takes to meet your military requirements. Take e a learn-to-ride course on training before you buy. It may be the best money you ever spend.

As a start, check out Discovering Today's Motorcycling Ten Step Guide to Motorcycling. This and the advice of knowledgeable friends, a reputable dealer will help you make a good decision.

Getting off to a good start

Getting into motorcycling involves a lot more than just buying the bike. The military and most states have very specific requirements for motorcycle operators.
· Licensing. You will need a motorcycle endorsement on your operator's license. The endorsement requires you to demonstrate entry-level riding skill and knowledge.
 
· Training. Learn to ride training is perhaps the best way to gain the entry-level skill to start riding your bike. In some states, completion of the course will waive licensing tests. If you are a first-time rider, or a return rider, it is recommended you complete a state-sponsored course on a training motorcycle. Some military installations offer this course.
Your learn-to-ride course will most likely be the Motorcycle Safety Foundation's Basic Rider Course, or BRC. The BRC, whether provided by the state or your base, meets the training requirements of DoD and Marine Corps Order 5100.19E. 

Whereas the BRC helps you get started, there are other training opportunities to help renew your skills. Most military programs offer the Motorcycle Safety Foundation's Experienced Rider Course, or ERC Suite. The exercises are fun and challenging. You will also share many of your real-life experiences on the streets and highways with your fellow students. Most importantly, how can these experiences and improved skills improve your riding experience?
